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C o l l e g e  P r o f i l e  
 

Bundoora Secondary College is a Year 7 to 12 co-educational post-primary college in a quiet 

residential area of Bundoora.  It is located in the City of Banyule, north of Latrobe University, 

Bundoora Campus, and east of Plenty Road along Greenwood Drive.  One of the boundaries is 

shared by the Strathellen public golf course and the Gresswell Forest Habitat Link.  Bundoora 

Primary School shares the site.  Nearby schools are those in the Grimshaw óInnovations & 

Excellenceô Cluster ï Norris Bank PS, Bundoora PS, Concorde School, Watsonia North PS, 

Watsonia PS, Greensborough PS Watsonia Heights PS and Greensborough SC.  In addition 

Reservoir District College, Latrobe SC, Mill Park SC and Macleod College are considered 

neighbouring schools. 
 

The College is reasonably served by public transport, students using buses along Greenwood Drive 

and Grimshaw St and trams north and south along Plenty Road.  There are existing school bus 

routes from the Mill Park and Norris Bank area which operate before and after school delivering 

students to the school carpark and departing from there after school.  

The College is an active member of the Banyule Nillumbik Local Learning & Employment (LLEN) 

and the Principal is a member of the management committee of the LLEN.  In this regard the 

College is pursuing community youth focused relationships through a range of education providers 

and local government agencies.   

Employment prospects in the catchment area are highest in the health and related care industries, 

according to the environmental scan carried out in the LLEN.  However a high number of students 

have part time employment in local retail and food/hospitality areas.  There are a number of light 

industrial settlements in the immediate area which offer apprenticeships and training. 
 

1 .  C o r e  P u r p o s e  
 

Students are representative of a wide range of socio-economic groups and multicultural 

backgrounds.  The core purpose of this college is to provide a broad and challenging education in 

order to develop the studentsô skills, abilities and knowledge, which is needed as a foundation for 

further education, training, work and community participation.  The college has an expectation that 

the students will work conscientiously to achieve their maximum learning potential, in an 

environment which encourages investigation and active participation in learning, through a variety 

of co-operative teaching strategies and in which the achievement of individual excellence is 

recognized and celebrated. 
 

2 . C u r r i c u l u m  &  S c h o o l  S t r u c t u r e s  
 

The College has made a significant change to the way that learning is organised and supported 

with the development of the Senior School and Middle Years Teams.   The creation of the two 

middle yearsô teams (Pheonix and Omega) came from our research into the middle years of 

schooling.  Each team has a distinct area of the school, a team office housing the majority of the 

teachers who teach in the team and a team leader whose role is to support the students learning, 

as well as the teachers, through the student code of conduct.  The Senior School also has an office 

with appropriate facilities for counseling young adults and a nearby study facility. 
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The focus of our research was student engagement, connectedness and retention.  This also led to 

a structural change via a new, year 9 & 10 core and elective program.  Electives were written and 

developed in Science, LOTE, Humanities, The Arts, PE/Health and Technology, providing a 

relevant and challenging program with elements of experiential learning. 

To enhance these programs, students are also encouraged to participate in sporting programs, 

drama and music performances, instrumental music, excursions, school camps, art exhibitions and 

displays, the Student Representative Council, and the College radio station. 

Parents are welcome and encouraged to participate in all college activities and to work with 

teachers in developing positive educational outcomes for their children.  While formal reporting to 

parents takes place four times a year, the College emphasises the continual monitoring and 

communication of student progress to students and parents. 

The College actively involves its community in the development of its educational programs, policies 

and the provision of a supportive and caring environment.  This involvement is reflected in the 

welfare structures that are available to assist students.  The implementation of the Welfare and 

Discipline Policy results in an environment where students from a wide range of cultures and 

backgrounds, exhibit a great deal of co-operation and tolerance towards each other. 

 

3 .  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s   
 

 Student Welfare 

The college provides counseling and referral services to individual students and families.  Emphasis 

is placed on confidentiality, although students are made aware of legal mandatory reporting 

requirements whenever necessary.  Family consultation is encouraged so that students and parents 

may work collaboratively to ensure the development of effective relationships. 

Further emphasis is placed on the development of whole year/Year Level programs that take a 

proactive approach to identify student issues and allow students an opportunity to discuss issues of 

relevance to them.  To allow such programs to reach the greatest possible potential, guest 

speakers are encouraged to attend the college to offer students their expertise.  In this manner the 

school is able to approach and work with a number of relevant local and community agencies. 
 

 Careers 

The careers coordinator provides information to students in relation to courses of study, tertiary 

entrance requirements, and employment opportunities.  The College expands studentsô 

understanding of a ócareerô by providing special counseling, Careerôs Fast-Track, career planning 

days and attendance at Tertiary events.  The College has also developed connections with tertiary 

institutions which enhance opportunities for students entering tertiary courses and sharing the 

available resources. 

 
 Sport Education/Inter-School Sport 

Sport Education promotes healthy lifestyles through studentsô active participation in a range of 

individual and team sports and recreational activities.  Students in Years 7-10 undertake sports 

electives each year, learning game skills, rules and team strategies and how to administer these 

sports by refereeing, scoring and the organization of competition within their sports elective.  

Students are encouraged to develop co-operative sporting attitudes to enable them to compete in a 

positive manner. 
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Students from Years 7-12 are also encouraged to participate in inter-school sports teams at District, 

Zone and VSSSA levels.  Athletics, swimming and cross country carnivals are another important 

part of the College Sports Program. 
 

 Primary to Secondary transition and the College environment 

The College has promoted the establishment of positive links with its neighboring primary schools 

as a means of easing the transition of students into the College, as well as providing continuity in 

the educational programs.  The educational programs take place in well equipped courtyard-style 

buildings, which contain specialist areas including the Library and Resource Centre, the ECA 

Centre (containing a gymnasium, weight training facility, and Drama Studio), Home Economics, 

Art/Craft area which includes woodwork, ceramics, and media, Science, Computer and Music 

laboratories and Business Studies.  A canteen operates at recess and lunch times. 

 

Special Features and recent initiatives 

The College has embarked on a number of initiatives around our vision of being a provider of the 

best possible education for our students.  Two of these need special mention as they are teacher 

professional development programs, aimed at enabling the teachers to be experts in the way that 

students learn.  These are the óQuality in Schoolsô program, conducted by Business Excellence 

Australia., and our focus on óWhole Brain Learningô.   Both these need to be embedded in our next 

charter to ensure that there is maximum effect in the classroom. 

The addition of a school nurse, funded by the Department of Human Services, has been a welcome 

addition to our Welfare Team.  In addition Middle Years funding allowed an increase in time for the 

Student Welfare Coordinator.  This has seen the beginning of the Peer Support program late in the 

life of the charter, where student leaders have been trained for their role.  In addition there has 

been a focus on adolescent health through the curriculum. 

Other innovative ideas implemented:  

Á the painting of the canteen mural, using an óartist in residenceô,  

Á the writers program where significant authors have provided workshops for all year levels in 

writing,  

Á the publication of our first óWriters Anthologyô ï a collection of over 300 pieces of students 

writing  

Á Employment of a member of the Womenôs Circus to work with students on our circus theme 

and integrate elements of the program into the annual Production  

Á Painting of the Year 11 Graphics mural in the library corridor  

Á Employment of a level 7 gymnast to work with students in the gymnastics unit of PE  

 

Late in 2002 funding became available to develop and implement the Victorian Certificate of 

Applied Learning.  A small team of teachers has worked at hard at providing access to the 

certificate to a number of students who are at risk of not being engaged in education.  The VCAL 

began in 2003 and currently is a highly successful program in the senior school. 
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4 . D e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
 

The College actively involves the community in policy development and decision making of its 

educational programs, management and the provision of a supportive and caring environment, 

through the College Council and a range of subcommittees involving members of the college 

community. 

The college encourages open lines of communication through the College Newsletter, Information 

Evenings, Parent/Teacher Evenings or informal communication at social events.  The college 

welcomes parental contact with appropriate staff to discuss student progress at any time, and 

values their participation in Parents and Friends Association and its associated activities. 
 

 

5 .  T h e  f u t u r e  
 

The core purpose of the college is to resource and provide an environment which will result in the 

achievement of the best educational, social, intellectual and emotional outcomes for its students.   

The College has, and will continue to, set itself a series of goals and priorities, written into its 

charter, which will see it actively working towards continual improvement in all areas of its 

educational programs 
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V . C . E .  -  A n  O v e r v i e w  

 

Your VCE program is the complete list of VCE units you do over the usual two years ï longer if 

you choose.  Usually this list will consist of 20-24 units.  That translates as five or six studies, each 

of four units.  

Regardless of how many units you do altogether, you must attempt 4 Units of English and 

successfully complete at least 3 Units of English. 

To obtain the V.C.E. students must satisfactorily complete at least 16 Units in all.  These 16 Units 

must include at least: 

 Three Units of English, and 

 Three pairs of Unit 3 and 4 sequences in studies other than English. 

  For example, Units 3 and 4 of Accounting, Drama and Geography. 

 

At Bundoora Secondary College students will be required to attempt a minimum of: 

 12 Units in the first year, ie. 6 Units each semester at 5 periods per week. These could 

 include a combination of Unit 1-4 subjects and VET units; and  

 10 Units in their second year, ie. 5 Units each semester at 5 periods per week.  These 

 units would normally consist of Unit 3-4 subjects.  The selection of an óEnhancementô 

 study should be seen as a fifth subject. 

 

See possible Program Selections suggested later in this Senior Programs Handbook. 

 

 

V C E  G r a d u a t i o n  
 

Once you have chosen a program that will allow you to meet the graduation requirements, you 

need to produce work which is good enough to allow you to graduate. 

Graduation in the VCE depends on the satisfactory completion of the units which make up each of 

your studies. 

A Unit of study within the V.C.E. is the equivalent of 100 hours of study.  It is expected that 

schools will offer about 50-60 hours of formal class time for each unit of study.  A unit is designed 

to be completed in one semester or half the school year. 

Satisfactory completion will be determined by whether a student has met the learning outcomes 

listed in the Study Design of the particular unit. 

Learning Outcomes describe the knowledge and skills you should have by the time you have 

completed a unit.  Each unit of study has between two and four outcomes. 

 

òSó means that, 

The student has demonstrated the necessary knowledge and skills as described in the learning 

outcomes and has therefore completed the unit in a satisfactory manner, ie. in a way which meets 

the specifications stated in the Study Design. 

òNó means that, 

Students receiving ñNò will not be credited with completion of that unit. 
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A s s e s s m e n t  T a s k s  f o r  U n i t s  1  &  2  
 

For all studies, the school decides whether you have satisfactorily completed a unit by assessing 

whether you achieved the learning outcomes. 

In order to make this decision, the school will set assessment tasks to see how you are going.  

Any such tasks would be set and marked within the school.  Work will be assessed and graded on 

a ten point scale from A+ to E; or if the work is below a minimum standard, UG (ungraded). 

Early each semester your teachers will give you a list of the work and the deadlines for handing it 

in.  You would need to give a very good reason for a deadline to be extended, so if you have more 

than one deadline within a short time youôll need to plan to get all your work done by the time it is 

due.  Failing to meet the stated deadline may mean failing the unit. 

In addition, all Year 11 students will sit ófinal examsô, at the end of Unit 1 subjects (semester One) 

and at the end of Unit 2 subjects (semester Two).  These act as excellent practice for the 

Examinations in Year 12 ï which are held in every subject.  Such Year 11 exams are 
compulsory. 
 

S t a t e m e n t  o f  R e s u l t s  

VCAA will provide students with: 

Statement of Satisfactory Completion:    A list of all units attempted, with S or N shown and the 

year obtained. 

Bundoora Secondary College will provide students with a: 

¶ Written report on Unit 1 (Semester One), which will include comments on both the 

Assessment Tasks and the end of unit examination. 

¶ Written report on Unit 2 (Semester Two), which will include comments on both the 

Assessment Tasks - as well as end-of-year examination results. 

Interim reports (Will be issued at a frequency of one every six weeks), which will indicate the 

studentôs progress, their attitude to work and their ability to meet deadlines.  They are a brief 

indicator that is followed up by Three-way Conferences held. 
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A s s e s s m e n t  f o r  U n i t s  3  &  4  
 

There are 3 major types of assessment: 
 

 School-assessed Coursework (SACõs), 
 School-assessed Tasks (SATõs), 
 External examinations. 
 

S c h o o l  A s s e s s e d  C o u r s e w o r k  ( S A C )  
 

Coursework assessment is an assessment of each studentôs level of achievement based on a 

selection of the assessment tasks designated in the study design.  For each coursework 

component, the study design specifies a range of assessment tasks for assessing achievement of 

the unit outcomes. 

One intention of the VCE Review was to reduce the workload and coursework does this in a 

number of ways.  Assessment tasks designated for coursework assessment must be part of the 

regular teaching and learning program and must be completed mainly in class.  They are to be 

completed within a limited timeframe and the scope of each task is restricted.  VCE Assessment 

Guides provide advice on the scope of the assessment tasks, the conditions under which they are 

completed, the timeframe for completion and the criteria to be used for assessment.  This advice 

is provided to limit student and teacher workload. 

Schools are responsible for administering and assessing school-assessed coursework.  Work will 

be assessed and graded on a ten point scale from A+ to E; or if the work is below a minimum 

standard, UG (ungraded).  Work submitted after the due date, or not submitted, will be given an 

NA (not assessed). 

Schools are responsible for the initial assessment of coursework.  Schools will then provide to the 

Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority a score representing the teacherôs assessment of 

each studentôs level of achievement on the set tasks.  Each study design specifies the marks to 

be allocated to each task. 

Teachers may give students their marks on individual coursework tasks, but must advise 
their students that their total coursework scores may change following VCAA moderation. 

 

 

S c h o o l  A s s e s s e d  T a s k s  ( S A T )  
 

These are related to subjects with practical components and are set by the Victorian Curriculum 

and Assessment Authority (VCAA).  Assessment of studentsô levels of achievement on school-

assessed tasks will be on the basis of teacher ratings on criteria specified by the VCAA. 

Schools are responsible for the initial assessment of school-assessed tasks.  The sole basis for 

this assessment is the set of criteria for the award of grades published each year by the Victorian 

Curriculum and Assessment Authority. 

Schools may communicate to students their grades for school-assessed tasks, but 
emphasise that these grades are subject to review by VCAA, and the schoolsô grades may 
change as a result of VCAAôs moderation. 
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E x t e r n a l    E x a m i n a t i o n s  
 

External examinations are set and marked by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority.  

Most are held in November, but a small number of studies have examinations in June. 

Student results for each assessment (exam) will be reported as a grade from A+ to E. 

The final marks given by the VCAA for each of these THREE assessment types ï SACôs, SATôs, 

and exams ï will be used to calculate the Study Score, which is then used to calculate the 

studentôs ENTER.  (See details later). 

You can graduate with the VCE without completing the school-assessments or the examinations, 

but you cannot get an ENTER. 
 
 

T H E  G A T  
 

All students attempting a 3 or 4 unit will be expected to sit the General Achievement Test (GAT) in 

June. 

The GAT is a type of ñintelligence testò that assesses writing ability, general knowledge, basic 

mathematics and problems, and analytical ability.  The results of sections of this test are used by 

VCAA to ócheckô the general range of results of SACs in each unit.  If the results of students on 

the GAT is markedly different from the range on the relevant SAC, the schoolôs SACs will be 

remarked and, if necessary, be adjusted up or down. 
 

 

R e v i e w  a n d  S t a t i s t i c a l  M o d e r a t i o n  
 

Schoolsô assessments will continue to be monitored using studentôs performance in the 

examinations and The General Achievement Test (GAT).  Students must appreciate that such 

statistical moderation can alter the scores as given by the individual class teachers. 
 

 

S t a t e m e n t  o f  R e s u l t s  
 

The VCAA will provide students with the following statements of results: 

1. Statement of Satisfactory Completion:  A list of all units attempted, with S or N shown and 

the year obtained. 

2. Your School Assessment Grades:  A statement of each Unit 3 & 4 sequence taken, the 

grade obtained and the grade descriptor will all be included. 

3. Your Examination Grades:  A list of each Unit 3 & 4 sequences taken and the grade obtained 

in its specific examination. 

4. Study Score (Relative Position):  This is a score on a scale of zero to 50 showing your 

achievement relative to that of all other students doing that particular study. 

5. GAT Results:  Will be reported both individually to students and to schools. 

6. Certificate:  stating that the student has satisfied the requirements and gained their Victorian 

Certificate of Education. 
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T h e  V . C . E .  -  A  C a r e e r  F o c u s  

 

For students who choose to continue their education, the V.C.E. means a commitment to a two 

year program of study. 

The objective of all students, when choosing a VCE course of study, should be to keep open as 

many opportunities or pathways for the future as possible. 

Bundoora Secondary College has designed a number of programs to assist students through the 

process of making informed decisions about their VCE.  Each student will be counseled on an 

individual basis to discuss issues such as: 

  Career interests and aspirations 

  School performance to date 

  Proposed subject choice 
 

 

F a c t o r s  I n f l u e n c i n g  S u b j e c t  C h o i c e :  
 

Realistic Expectations:  Before you make a commitment to your subject choice, ask the 

following question - óIs this subject within my capability?ô  The consequences for an inappropriate 

choice can be far reaching.  Not only do you run the risk of failing one subject, others can suffer 

as well.  Make sure your expectations are realistic. 

Subject Choice and Career Path:  Certain Tertiary courses list one or more subjects as 

Prerequisites.  You must achieve a satisfactory standard in a Prerequisite subject before a course 

will consider your application for entry - some courses specify a particular grade that must be 

achieved in a Prerequisite subject before considering an application. 

Consequently, the College would strongly advise students to select their subjects based on 

programs that are well recognised by tertiary institutions. 

Selection of the Compulsory Units:  In Year 11 all students must undertake English Units 1 and 

2.  Keep your options open, leaving any subject specialisation until Year 12.  Most Year 11 

students would be expected to do some Mathematics. 

The Selection of a Unit 3/4 Subject at Year 11:  The College can see a great advantage in this 

for the following reasons: 

¶ to gain experience with the assessment methods at the level ï both Coursework and School-

assessed Tasks, 

¶ to gain a 10% bonus to your ENTER score ï contributing to it as your sixth subject. 

This option should only be undertaken by students who are deemed to be academically capable 

of such a challenge and should only choose subjects that are recommended as suitable. 

 

C o u r s e  a n d  S u b j e c t  C h a n g e s  
 

Mid-Year changes (Year 11) 

In most cases Units will normally be taken sequentially; that is, Units 1 and 2 in the same area.  

However, as the year progresses, for various reasons, a student may not wish to continue with the 

same study into the second semester.  It will generally be possible to change a Unit 2 selection, 

provided the proposed new subject (Unit) does not have a full enrolment. 
 

However, it would not be advisable to have too many changes in direction from what was 

originally planned for second semester.   
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Although it is possible to pick up Unit 2 studies without doing the corresponding Unit 1, there will 

often be some threads of knowledge and understanding passing from Unit 1 into Unit 2.  

Nevertheless, no real disadvantage is experienced in changing to a new subject at this level. 

When undertaking a Unit 3/4 subject, it must be appreciated that such subjects are viewed as a 

ñsequenceò.  That is, that the student will continue with the subject for the whole year.  It is only 

in this way that the subject can be counted in the studentôs ENTER score or, that the 10% bonus 

can be gained. 
 

End-Of-Year Changes 

In most cases the College would recommend that students continue on into Year 12 with five of 

the subjects they studied in Year 11.  While it is possible to ñpick upò a new subject in Year 12, it is 

obviously more difficult if you have not achieved the necessary background in Year 11.  In other 

words, it is best to keep changes to a minimum. 

Costs:  Like many useful things in this world, education can be quite expensive.  Most VCE 

textbooks are quite costly and the College fees are about $120.00. (Fees pay for the large amount 

of photocopying and other classroom materials that are required).  Throughout the year there may 

be further financial outlays required:  a VCE Windcheater, various plays, lectures, field trips, study 

guides and seminars.  

Any family who faces difficulties with finances should contact the Senior School Leader or the 

College Business Manager to see if they are eligible for financial assistance.  Also, eligibility for 

Youth Allowance should be investigated. 

 

S u b j e c t  C h o i c e  R e s o u r c e s  
 

Resources to assist you to make appropriate subject choices: 

The Job and Course Explorer (JAC), a computer program can be used to search for information 

about a large number of courses of study and jobs.  Job and Course Explorer has been designed 

to provide students with an investigatory tool to be used in considering their future.  There is also 

a JAC courses directory. 
 

Publications 
 

¶ C.E.S. Job Guide for Victoria, (Yearly) - available from the Careers Room. 

¶ Tertiary Entrance Requirements (Yearly) - available from the Careers Room. 

¶ Handbooks - All tertiary institutions and Technical and Further Education (TAFE) institutions 

publish handbooks listing in detail all the courses they offer, their content, pre-requisites and 

special arrangements.  They are available from the Careers Room. 

¶ Universities - If you have a particular course in mind, itôs a good idea to contact institutions 

that offer your proposed course to find out the most current information.  All tertiary institutions 

have open days when prospective students may visit and talk to students and teachers in the 

courses which interest them. 

¶ Information about tertiary selection procedures ï contact the Victorian Tertiary 

Admissions Centre (VTAC) at Suite B, 40 Park Street, South Melbourne, Vic. 3205; telephone 

9690 7977. 

¶ Information about TAFE ï Office of Training and Further Education.  TAFE Course Line:  

131 823. 
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T h e  V C E  a n d  V E T  
 

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority is committed to a VCE that meets the needs 

of all students.  A key need of many of todayôs students is to prepare for work through education, 

training and work placement. VCAA has met this need by broadening the choice of industry areas 

in which students can train while they complete their VCE. 

The VCE now includes industry programs through Vocational Education and Training (VET) and 

further modules are still being developed. 

V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n &  T r a i n i n g  ( V E T ) 
 

This means that many students who qualify with their VCE will now also take with them specific 

industry-related skills. While they lead to industry-recognised qualifications, VET programs also 

contribute to the graduation requirements of the VCE. 

You can do VET units at school, if it is a Registered Training Organisation, or at a TAFE Institute 

or other Registered Training Organisation. 

Each program requires you to have some work placement, which gives you a chance to learn 

more about the industry and the skills and competencies it requires. VCE VET units contribute to 

satisfactory completion of the VCE and your results in both VCE units and VET units will be 

shown on your Statement of Results. 

 

N e w  A p p r e n t i c e s h i p s  
 

You may also undertake a New Apprenticeship part-time during your VCE years.  This means that 

you would have the dual status of student and employee. 

New Apprenticeships are available in: 

 Agriculture                    Automotive 
 Business (Office)          Community Services 
 Engineering                  Food Processing 
 Horticulture                   Hospitality 
 Information Technology          Retail Organisation 
 Sport & Recreation 

 

To be eligible for New Apprenticeships within your VCE, you must be undertaking VCE studies 

and be employed part-time under an industrial award or an Australian Workplace Agreement.  

You and your employer must sign a registered training agreement.  The school can help you 

make these arrangements. 

 
 

U n i v e r s i t y  S t u d i e s  w i t h  y o u r  V C E  
 

If you are an exceptionally able student, you may be able to add to your VCE studies with a first-

year university subject through an enhancement studies program.  Enhancement studies build 

on VCE studies to first-year university level and are available in a wide range of subjects at a 

number of universities. 

You can only be selected for enhancement studies by obtaining permission through the Principal.  

Make sure you donôt miss out on the benefits of doing an enhancement study as it will make a 

contribution to your ENTER which is equivalent to that of a sixth study.  Enhancement studies 

contribute between 4 and 5.5 points to your ENTER, depending on how well you do. 
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V E T  a t  B u n d o o r a  S . C .  
 

Bundoora Secondary College aims to offer as broad a curriculum as possible to students.  This 

enables students to select from a wide range of V.C.E. programs and subjects.  VET (Vocational 

Education & Training) subjects is an example of the breadth of curriculum choices to which the 

college is committed. The College offers VET units on campus or in partnership with neighbouring 

schools and TAFE Institutions in the area.  On completion of the VET course, students will receive a 

minimum of a Certificate II qualification. Examples of subjects offered are: 

 

Subjects available include: 
 

 Automotive 
 Building and Construction 
 Business 
 Electronics 
     Engineering  
     Hairdressing 
 Hospitality 
     Multimedia 
 Music Industry 
 Sport and Recreation 
 é. And many more (contact the school for a VET booklet) 

 

Students can choose a VET program as part of their VCE or VCAL and VET is offered to Year 10 

students as an extension study. This means that students will be undertaking training in a specific 

vocation (examples listed above) and the VET program will give them credit at VCE Units 1-4. 

VCE VET programs can contribute to the ENTER. As part of the training, students may complete 

Structured Workplace Learning that provides them with the opportunity to put their knowledge and 

skills into practice. This training will contribute towards satisfactory completion of their VCE and it 

will give them a nationally recognized vocational qualification. 
 

1. Enhancement of status 

¶ The study score for a VCE VET program may be counted as part of the primary four for 

tertiary selection purposes. 

2. Full recognition on its own terms 

¶ Based on training packages. 

¶ Providing qualifications within the AQF. 

¶ Meeting the learning and assessment requirements of industry. 

¶ Articulating with further training. 

¶ Delivered within the training systemôs quality assurance arrangements. 

3. Authentic training supported by industry.  VET work placements are designed to: 

¶ enable students to demonstrate mastery over particular workplace competencies. 

¶ reinforce off the job training. 
 

4. Genuine integration into the mainstream. 

¶ All VCE VET subjects are structured on the Unit 1-4 principle. 

¶ All VCE VET subjects, from 2001, will be assessed 66% Coursework and 34% examination. 

5. Valuable for all students. 
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A d v a n t a g e s  o f  V C E  V E T  
 

The college strongly believes that VCE VET subjects offer students a distinct advantage if 

incorporated into their VCE program.  

 

VCE VET subjects: 
 

¶ Are challenging for a broad range of students. 

¶ Provide alternative pathways to work and further study. 

¶ Provide understandings and skills that are vocationally relevant. 

¶ Are an effective preparation for entry to the workforce. 

¶ Provide students with a qualification fully recognised by industry. 

¶ Provide learning that exposes students to other adults, locations and ways of 

working. 

¶ Create opportunities for students to combine work and study. 

¶ Are a nationally recognised certificate that employers recognise and value. 

¶ Provide a pathway within the VCE, for example, Office Administration Units 1-2 

leading to Business Management Units 3-4. 

 

 

O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  V E T  P r o g r a m  
 

VET  Delivery  Options 
 

Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) are responsible for delivery, assessment and 

certification of qualifications.  An RTO may be a TAFE, Group Training Company, Industry 

Training Centre, enterprise or school. 

 
1.  School/RTO partnerships 

The most common mode of delivery entails a partnership of school and RTO. Some examples 

include the Hospitality, Music Industry courses. 

(a) School and TAFE sharing the delivery:  Where an agreement has been reached 

between a school and an RTO, the school may deliver components of the 

qualification or a whole qualification with RTO agreement.   

(b) The TAFE as the provider: Schools may contact an RTO to deliver the whole 

qualification.  For each of these options costs will be incurred. 

 
2.  School as RTO 

     Schools may apply to the Office of Training and Further education (OTFE) to become an RTO 

     for the delivery of specified qualifications.  A school recognised as an RTO is responsible for  

     delivery, assessment and quality assurance. An example is the Sport & Recreation course. 
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P r o g r a m s  O f f e r e d  a t  B u n d o o r a  S C  
 

The College offers the following study units 
                        

Accounting Further Mathematics Media Studies 

Biology General Mathematics  Music Performance 

Business Management Geography Physical Education 

Chemistry German  Physics 

Drama Health & Human Development Psychology 

Economics History Specialist Mathematics 

English Industry and Enterprise Studio Arts 

English Literature International Studies Visual & Graphic Communication 

Food and Technology Legal Studies  

Foundation Mathematics Mathematical Methods  

 

 
 

 

 

 

V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g  
 

The College offers VET units on campus or in partnership with neighboring schools and TAFE 

Institutions in the area. 

 

Examples of subjects offered are: 
 
 

On Campus 
 

Fitness (Certificate II) 

Multimedia (Certificate II) 

Sport & Recreation 

 
 

Off Campus 
 

Business (Certificate II) 

Community Service (Childcare) 

Furnishing (Certificate II) 

Hospitality(Certificate II) 

Information Technology (Certificates II & III) 

Music Industry (Certificates II & III) 
 

 

 

See the Careerôs Coordinator or Programs& Pathways Coordinator for further options that may be 

available 
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S u g g e s t e d  S t u d e n t  P r o g r a m s  
 

Below are examples of sound Programs (courses) that should suit most students: 

 

 
Program 1 

 

Maths/ 

Science 

 
Program 2 

 

Maths/ 

Science 

 
Program 3 

 

Business 

 
Program 4 

 

Business 

 
Program 5 

 

Social 

Education 

 

English 

Maths Methods 

Chemistry 

Physics 

 

English 

General Maths 

Chemistry 

Biology 

 

English 

Maths Methods 

Accounting 

Info. Tech. 

 

English 

General Maths 

Business Man. 

Legal Studies 

 

English 

History 

Geography 

 

Plus 

TWO others 

 

Plus 

TWO others 

 

Plus 

TWO others 

 

Plus 

TWO others 

 

Plus 

THREE others 

 

 
Program 6 

 

Arts 

Creative 

 
Program 7 

 

Arts 

Visual 

 
Program 8 

 

Technology 

 
Program 9 

 

Technology 

 
Program 10 

 

Sport/ 

Recreation 

 

English 

Media 

Drama 

 

 

English 

Studio Arts 

Visual Com. 

 

 

English 

General Maths 

H. H. D. 

Food Tech. 

TAFE Hosp. 

 

English 

General Maths 

Materials Tech 

Visual Com. 

 

English 

General Maths 

Phys Education 

Biology  OR 

Geography 

 

Plus 

THREE others 

 

Plus 

THREE others 

 

Plus 

ONE others 

 

Plus 

TWO others 

 

Plus 

TWO others 

 

 

Remember, VET and Enhancement Studies can be incorporated into student programs. 
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H o w  t o  g o  o n  a f t e r  t h e  V C E  
 

The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (V.T.A.C.) 

V.T.A.C. coordinates entry into tertiary institutions in Victoria including TAFE.  The general 

approach adopted by these institutions is described below, but individual institutions or courses 

may vary these requirements, adopt additional requirements, or use additional information in 

making their selections. 

The Minimum Entry Requirement for all courses is - óSatisfactory completion of the V.C.E.ô 

which includes: 

¶ three units of English (including units 3 & 4) 

¶ three other 3/4 sequences 

 

Many courses specify V.C.E. subjects, mostly level 3 and 4 units, which must be passed to qualify 

for entry.  Usually a minimum average grade of E must be obtained, but in many cases average 

grades of up to B are specified. 
 

ENTER - Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank  
 

It must be remembered that it is the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority that organises 

the requirements for ñpassingò the V.C.E. and for allocating the marks.   

Students will receive a letter grade and a numerical score - and a global mark out of 50 for each 

subject.  As long as the student has met the requirements for satisfactorily completing the V.C.E., 

the VCAA is content. 

A different organization, V.T.A.C., negotiates between the students and the vast majority of 

tertiary institutions, universities and TAFE courses. 

To do this they determine an ENTER or Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank.  Basically 

this places the student on a ladder according to how well she/he has performed in the V.C.E.  

Assuming the student has the required prerequisites for the course, the tertiary institution goes 

down the list of students until they have filled their quota and the last students ENTER becomes 

the ócut-off scoreô for that course. 

 

How the ENTER is Determined: 

All students receiving an ENTER have been successful in that yearôs VCE class ï an ENTER is 

only awarded to successful students.  The ENTER is determined in THREE steps: 

¶ It is based on the scaled scores of the students who have scaled scores in English (or ESL) 

and the next best three studies (in an allowable combination), and 10% of any fifth and sixth 

scaled score that is available ï including VET and óenhancementô studies.  The study scores 

need not all be from the one year, but if a study is repeated there is a penalty to the scaled 

score for the repeat attempt.  ENTER aggregate is a number between 0 and a little over 210. 

¶ All eligible students are ranked in order of their ENTER aggregate. 

¶ The students rank is then converted to an ENTER, which is the estimate of where the student 

came in the relevant age group.  The ENTER is a number between 0 and 99.95 in intervals of 

0.05. 
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Note:  It is not possible to determine the students ENTER from the V.C.E. certificate as the global 

score in each subject is ADJUSTED by VTAC statistically, to reflect the comparability of subjects 

and their levels of difficulty.  This accounts for the two sets of scores the student will receive at the 

end of the V.C.E. - the V.C.E. certificate with global scores PLUS the ENTER score. 

For a student to obtain an offer for any course, they will still need to have studied the prerequisite 

subjects and obtain appropriately high grades.  To some extent what happens to the grades after 

this is irrelevant. 

By looking at past yearsô cut-off scores the student will quite easily see the approximate grades 

she/he will need to obtain to have a hope of getting into certain courses.  Realism is essential 

although it is always preferable to aim slightly higher.  Itôs always better to have a choice of 

courses. 

 

Post Secondary Education and Training Information 
 

1.  Tertiary Institutions 

Tertiary institutions offer general and vocational courses.  Students should investigate carefully 

the entrance requirements of the institutions they hope to enter. 

Selection for all courses is competitive and is based on academic achievement, except in a few 

special cases where other criteria are considered; (for example, work experience, aptitude, special 

skills, suitability for the profession, interview). 

Courses at Tertiary institutions attract the Higher Education Contribution Scheme (HECS tax).      

A liability of anywhere between $5,000 and $10,000 will need to be met in installments through 

the Tax System or by up-front payment as subjects are completed. 

 
2.  T.A.F.E. Colleges 

There are 29 TAFE Colleges with more than 100 separate campuses.  The TAFE system 

educates people for the ómiddle levelô of almost every type of employment.  Many courses offered 

are technically oriented, while others - such as accounting, advertising, real estate, sales and 

marketing, tourism and art and design - do not have a technical basis. 

 
Courses and Awards in TAFE: 

TAFE offers Certificate, Advanced Certificate and Associate Diploma courses. 

 

¶ Associate Diploma courses generally require satisfactory completion of the V.C.E.  However, 

mature age students may also be eligible to apply for some of these courses.  Most Associate 

Diploma courses are completed in 2 years full-time study or an equivalent amount of part-time 

study. 

 

¶ Advanced Certificate courses are usually completed in one year full-time study, following 

satisfactory completion of Year 12; or equivalent amounts of part-time study.  Mature age 

students are also eligible to apply.  A few Advanced Certificate courses accept part-time 

students who have successfully completed Year 11 (V.C.E. studies Units 1 and 2).  These 

courses usually require two years equivalent full-time-study. 

 

¶ Certificate courses generally require satisfactory completion of Year 11 or a mature age 

background.  They are usually completed, on a part-time basis, in the equivalent of one year 

full-time study. 
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3.  Non-Government Business Colleges 

 

These business colleges offer a range of vocational training programs to prepare young people to 

enter the workforce in Executive Secretarial, Travel and Tourism, Marketing, Receptionist, Word 

Processing or Micro Computer fields.  All business colleges charge fees for courses.  Fees may 

range from $800 to $5,000 depending on the qualification and length of Course. 

 

Entry standards are flexible.  Most colleges require the completion of Year 11 or Year 12 

prerequisites. 

 
4.  Traineeships 

Traineeships are open to anyone aged 16-19 years old.  Preference is given to young people who 

have left school before completing Year 12.  A traineeship is a combination of work and on-the-job 

training provided by TAFE colleges or other training institutions.  On successful completion of a 

traineeship, trainees will be awarded an Australian Traineeship Certificate which will have national 

industry-wide recognition. 

Traineeships are currently available in these fields:  public administration, retailing, furniture 

removals, local government, tourism, telecommunication and legal administration. 

 
5.  Apprenticeships 

In Victoria, there is no longer a minimum educational standard for entry to apprenticeships 

although a good background in reading, writing and basic mathematics is important.                 

The educational standard of applicants is assessed by employers to determine suitability. 

Entry to most Apprenticeships requires the applicant to complete a test based on skills required 

for the particular apprenticeship area.  Many advertised Apprenticeships require at least 

successful completion of Year 11. There are presently over 100 proclaimed trades with 

employment possibilities. 

 

The VCE and Training for Work 

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority is committed to a VCE that meets the needs 

of all students.  A key need of many of todayôs students is to prepare for work through education, 

training and work placement. The VCAA has met this need by broadening the choice of industry 

areas in which students can train while they complete their VCE. 

The VCE now includes an increasing number of industry programs through Vocational Education 

and Training (VET). 
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Pathways from the VCE 

Students choose the emphasis of their programs depending on other options they are considering 

for further education and work. For example, a VCE study which counts towards a VET 

qualification may also be valuable preparation for a university course a student is considering. 

 

VCE studies like Business Management and Accounting cover some of the competencies in the 

Certificate of Office Administration (VET), but are also good preparation for a Commerce degree. 

A student thinking about a Commerce degree but working towards the Certificate in Office 

Administration might therefore choose to cover VET competencies by doing VCE studies rather 

than the equivalent VET units, where there is a choice between them. 

 

In all cases students who complete a VET qualification will have it counted towards their Tertiary 

Entrance Rank, which is used to select students for entry to degree courses. 

 

The last example illustrates a key benefit of vocational education within the VCE.  In the past 

schools often separated students into different streams - for example trade-oriented students and 

students who wanted to go on to tertiary study.  It is no longer a question of one or the other. 

 

VET qualifications also link up with more advanced training qualifications and often provide credit 

towards university degree courses.  Students may choose to proceed directly with this option 

following their VCE, or to extend their qualifications after a period of work. 
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V i c t o r i a n  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A p p l i e d  L e a r n i n g  

( V C A L )  
 

 

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a new hands-on option for Year 11 and 12 

students. The VCAL gives you practical work-related experience, as well as literacy and numeracy 

skills and the opportunity to build personal skills that are important for life and work.  And like the 

VCE it is a recognized qualification. 

The VCE is widely used by students as a pathway to university.  VCAL students are more likely to 

be interested in going on to training at TAFE, doing an apprenticeship, or getting a job after 

completing school.   

The VCALôs flexibility enables you to undertake a study program that suits your interests and 

learning needs.  Fully accredited modules and units are selected for the following four compulsory 

strands, plus one VCE subject: 

  Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

  Industry Specific Skills 

  Work Specific Skills 

  Personal Development Skills 

                 VCE Industry and Enterprise Unit 1 & 2 

If you successfully complete your VCAL, like your peers who complete the VCE, you will receive a 

certificate and a statement of results that details the areas of study you have completed. 

 
Y o u r  V C A L  P r o g r a m     

You can begin your VCAL program in Year 11 or 12 of secondary school. You start and complete 

your VCAL at the level that matches your needs and abilities. 

The VCAL has three levels: 

  Foundation 

  Intermediate 

  Senior 
 

With the help of your teachers, or Careers Coordinator, you can develop a VCAL program that 

suits your particular learning needs and interests.  You have the choice of selecting units and 

modules for each of the following four compulsory VCAL strands. 

Strand 1 ð Literacy and Numeracy Skills. 

Your VCAL program must include literacy and numeracy subjects.  These can be selected from 

VCE English and Maths or other further education studies such as the Certificate in General 

Education (Adults). 

Strand 2 ð Industry Specific Skills. 

Your VCAL program must include industry specific units from Vocational Education and Training 

(VET) programs or VCE VET.  However, you are not required to focus on, or complete, any single 

VET certificate.  For example, you can choose to undertake various modules or units from a range 

of VET certificates to meet the VCAL requirements, and gain experience in a range of vocational 

areas.  The range of   VET options   is extensive    and   includes   automotive, engineering, 

building and construction, hospitality and retail, multimedia, IT, agriculture, horticulture, 

warehousing and hair and beauty. 
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Strand 3 ð Work Related Skills 

In order to develop óemployabilityô skills, VCAL gives you the choice of undertaking either, a 

structured work placement or part-time apprenticeship/traineeship, part-time work or work 

experience.  You can also study units and modules that will help prepare you for work, for 

example occupational health and safety or job interview skills. 

Strand 4 ð Personal Development Skills 

As part of your VCAL program you will participate in community-based projects and/or structured 

activities that will help develop your teamwork skills, self-confidence and other skills important for 

life and work. 

 

The VCAL Certificate course requirements are as follows: 

¶ Successful completion of a minimum of 10 credits at the appropriate level.  One credit is 

awarded on successful completion of 100 nominal hours of an accredited curriculum. 

¶ Completion of units of accredited curriculum that includes a minimum of 2 VCAL units, 

one being literacy and one numeracy. 

¶ The curriculum selected for the learning program must cover all 4 VCAL curriculum 

strands. 

The completion of the VCAL Certificate is designed to take one year and the student will receive: 

¶ A Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning, 

¶ A statement of results and a completion of VET certificate if appropriate. 

 

V C A L  S a m p l e  P r o g r a m s  
 

Sample timetable: Intermediate program 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1   TAFE 
Industry & 

Enterprise 
Work Placement 

2 
Industry & 

Enterprise 
Maths TAFE 

Industry & 

Enterprise 
Work Placement 

3 English 
Work Related 

Skills 
TAFE English Work Placement 

4 
Work Related 

Skills 

Industry & 

Enterprise 
TAFE 

Work Related 

Skills 
Work Placement 

5 
Community 

Project 

Work Related 

Skills 
TAFE Maths Work Placement 

6 
Community 

Project 
English TAFE Maths Work Placement 

 

 

Sample Senior VCAL Program 

  Senior Literacy 

  Senior Numeracy 

  Sport & Recreation (Certificate II) 

  Office Administration (Certificate II) 

  Banyule City Council ï Communications (Work Placement) 

  Work Related Skills 
 

Note - Studentsô particular interests and skills may be incorporated into a VCAL program. 
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A f t e r   a  V C A L   P r o g r a m     
 

Where can the VCAL take me?  The VCAL will give you practical work-related experience and a 

qualification that will be recognised by TAFE institutes and employers.  Together these will help 

you move from school into work, an apprenticeship or traineeship and/or further training at TAFE. 

 

If you start studying for your VCAL in Year 11 and successfully complete it, you may consider 

going on to complete the senior level VCAL in Year 12.   

 

VCAL Pathways.  Can you get into higher education if you successfully complete the VCAL?       

If you are considering going on to university straight from school, VCAL is not the best option for 

you.  Students planning to go straight into higher education usually do the VCE which allows them 

to gain an Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank (ENTER) from VTAC.  Nevertheless, 

students have the pathway, after completing VCAL of going on to TAFE and using credits gained 

from their Certificate and/or Diploma Course to cross to university at a later stage. 

 

Will the VCAL get you ready to enter a trade?  Once you have completed your VCAL you will have 

earned credit towards a trade or industry certificate and will have knowledge of areas such as 

Occupational Health & Safety (OH&S).  This prior learning will be recognised and count toward 

your apprenticeship or traineeship. 

 

If you would like more information regarding the VCAL Certificate, please contact the college and 

arrange for an appointment to discuss the matter further. 
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S u c c e e d i n g  i n  S e n i o r  P r o g r a m s  
 

Advice for Students & Parents 

This summary contains some practical advice for succeeding in the Senior School programs of 

VCE, VET and VCAL.  These programs represent your last two years of secondary education, a 

time you will look back on, and therefore it should be an enjoyable and successful experience. 

While there is a considerable amount of work to complete, the results you achieve will greatly 

determine your future in terms of tertiary entrance.  Efficient time management should enable 

you to succeed and still leave time available to enjoy a good social life and other leisure and 

sporting activities.  ñAll work and no playò is not a good recipe for success. 

( a )   S t r i v e  f o r  E x c e l l e n c e 
 

Bundoora Secondary College promotes excellence in what we do and what we expect.            

This expectation of excellence incorporates emphasizing that students achieve their personal 

best through strategies for developing high quality work.  The College promotes and celebrates 

student excellence through newsletters, level assemblies, college assemblies and the end-of-year 

Awards Ceremony. 

The College encourages its students to set goals and targets that will allow them to achieve their 

personal best results. 

 

( b )  C o m m i t m e n t  R e q u i r e d 

Many (perhaps most) students undertaking the V.C.E. regard it as mainly an ñacademic courseò 

which prepares them for Tertiary Study and is the means by which they can qualify for entrance 

to tertiary institutions.  This is, of course, a very worthwhile reason for doing it.  Students may also 

do the V.C.E. because it can help them find employment or for the satisfaction of undertaking 

studies which interest them and from which they will benefit. 

For this reason, while the likelihood of gaining the V.C.E. Certificate is a very important criterion 

for entry, it is not the sole determinant.  What the College requires most of V.C.E. students is that 

they recognise that attempting the two year course is very demanding and requires a lot of hard 

work if they are to get anything worthwhile out of their studies. 

Others are probably wiser to enroll in The Victorian Certificate of Advanced Learning (VCAL), 

Technical and Further Education (TAFE) colleges or to seek employment.  All who are in doubt 

should discuss the matter with their parents, the Senior Coordinators, the Careerôs Coordinator or 

V.C.E. teachers. 

Students must be committed to hard work to achieve their particular level of success in their 

selected course and to undertake to make the best possible use of the educational resources 

provided by the College and teaching staff.  If that commitment is lacking, then the student is 

unlikely to attain much success from attempting to gain any of the Certificates. 

 

( c )   T i m e  M a n a g e m e n t 
 

To obtain an óSô (satisfactory completion) for each unit of study, you MUST complete every 

assessment task in the subject and demonstrate that you have met certain Outcomes.  Each 

teacher will give you a calendar of dates for these assessment tasks so that you can PLAN for the 

semester.  Remember, most of the work will be completed in class.  They are not designed to be 

óadditional assignmentsô.  You are basically being asked to complete class work and submit it on 

the particular date specified. Sound planning will minimize having to rush to complete work 
at the last minute. 
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( d )   A s s e s s m e n t  T a s k s 
 

Each unit has a number of assessment tasks. For satisfactory completion of a unit, a student must 

demonstrate achievement of each of the outcomes for the unit.  This decision will be based on 

the teacherôs judgment of the studentôs performance on assessment tasks designated for the unit.  

These will be graded A+ to E, UG (ungraded, meaning it did not meet the requirements of the 

task) and NA (not assessed, meaning it either was not done or was not accepted for reasons such 

as late submission).  Take advantage of any assessment tasks that are exams in nature and 

sharpen your skills for the External Examinations in Year 12 (Units 3 & 4); they are excellent 

practice. 

 
 

( e )  D e a d l i n e s  &  A u t h e n t i c i t y 
 

School-assessed Coursework and School-assessed Task dates are basically set by the VCAA 

and cannot be altered.  When the dates for SACôs and SATôs are given, the final responsibility 

for meeting the deadlines is YOURS.  If an assessment task is missed a medical certificate 

must be produced immediately upon the studentôs return to school. 

Authenticity:  When work is submitted for assessment the teacher must be able to verify that it 

is the students own work.  If the teacher is in any doubt, that studentôs work may be graded as 

NA (not assessed).  To ensure that this does not happen to you, make sure the teacher can see 

you working on the task in class, and that you acknowledge all sources and assistance received. 

 

 

( f )   T a k i n g  D a y s  O f f  a n d  S k i p p i n g  C l a s s e s  

Each year a number of students receive an óNô for a unit because they were absent from class too 

often.  Staying at home to catch up on work makes life more difficult for yourself, because 

then you may not be in class when new work is introduced, or essential information is conveyed - 

it simply makes it much harder to catch up. 

Absenteeism proved to be a problem statewide.  In response the VCAA and Bundoora 

Secondary College, have introduced a minimum attendance requirement.  If a student is 

absent from class for more than 10% of normal class time, and without valid reasons (eg. medical 

certificate) they will not be eligible to receive a satisfactory completion and will fail the Unit.     

Such students will receive an óNô result for the unit on their end of unit report provided by the 

VCAA.   So, it is clear that the college must make every attempt to ensure this does not happen.   

Parents will be informed on a periodical basis if their son/daughterôs absences are becoming a 

concern. 
 

( g )   S p e c i a l  P r o v i s i o n 

 

It is essential that if you feel you are not coping at any time during the year to tell someone, such 

as the Senior Coordinators, or a teacher you feel comfortable approaching.  If teachers are aware 

that you are having genuine difficulties they may be able to give extensions of time to complete 

work, alter the work to suit your capabilities, or help you get on top of your workload. 
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T o  S u m  U p :  
 

¶ Plan your time and effectively 
 

¶ Attempt to meet all deadlines 
 

¶ Revise for all assessment tasks, take them seriously 
 

¶ Take advantage of submitting all work to enable you to act   
  on the teacherõs advice 
 

¶ Donõt miss classes in an attempt to catch up 
 

¶ Seek help if you are not coping. 

 

 

During your first week back you should access the BSC óSenior Administrative Handbookô on the 

schoolôs share drive or through the college web site.  It contains sound advice; but, MOST 

IMPORTANTLY, all key dates for the School Year.  This will enable you to start planning DAY 

ONE. 
 

 



 

S e n i o r  P r o g r a m s  H a n d b o o k  2 0 1 0  

29 
 

 

 

Confirmation of a Studentôs Program 
 

Having selected a PROGRAM, a student should regard these subject choices as tentative for the 

time being.  All selections for students must be grouped into blocks for timetabling purposes and 

every combination of units may not be possible. If students find that two of their subjects will be 

timetabled on at the same time, they will have to reselect a unit from another block. 

 

In addition there is an upper limit of 25-26 on class sizes; and often a lower limit due to the 

number of staff appointed to the College - very small classes, or the provision of a broad 

curriculum, may affect the range of courses that can be offered.  Consequently, some 

renegotiation of choices may be necessary. 

 

Any rearrangement of selections will take place early in Term 4. 
 

E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  U n d e r t a k e  U n i t s  3  &  4  
 

Before the College permits a student to continue into their second year of the VCE, and undertake 

a predominantly Year 12 course, that student is required to have completed a satisfactory course 

of study in Units 1 and 2 ï and VET subjects if undertaken. 

 

It is only then that the Principal will approve of the student proceeding to Year 12. 
 

U n i t  D e s c r i p t i o n s  
 

The major purpose of this booklet is to provide a description of each UNIT offered and the 

particular ñtopicsò that will be covered.  Official publications by the Victorian Curriculum and 

Assessment Authority (VCAA) list all the Studies which schools can offer.  Bundoora Secondary 

College is able to offer a large number of these - the number actually taught next year depends on 

the number of students selecting each subject. 
 

 

F u r t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n  

 

Courses of study and subject details 
Details of any unit may be obtained through the teachers mentioned in the Unit description.  

 

General Selection Process and V.C.E. Procedures 
Contact Mr. R Antcliffe (Programs and Pathways), Mr. J. Tsakmakis (Senior Team Leader),    

Ms A. Jenkin (Careers Coordinator), Ms M. Austen (VCAL Coordinator) and/or the studentôs 

current teacher in that subject area.  All are more than willing to assist students in making 

appropriate Program choices. 

 

Course Information Evening  
An information evening is held in August each year. Information is distributed and teachers are 

available to speak and give advice to students and parents.  You are strongly encouraged to 

attend this evening. Please watch the College Newsletter for the specific date. 
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U n i t  D e s c r i p t i o n s  
 

T h e  Ar t s  
 

D r a m a  

Unit 1- Character Development 
 

This unit focuses on the art of transforming into imagined characters, examining the place of role 

and status in characterization, and using performance structures such as solo or ensemble 

performance.  The origins of performance from a range of cultures and their significance in a 

variety of social, political and historical contexts are examined.  This unit also involves analysis of 

student performances and of professional work. 

 

Area of Study: 
 

1.  Creating Characters:   This area of study involves the use and analysis of dramatic 

  processes to develop characters from a range of stimuli. 

 

2. Analysing Characters: This area of study involves observation and analysis of 

professional performances to explore ways in which character may be given form. 
 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to use expressive skills to 

  develop and perform characters from different contexts. 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the  

  development and performance of the characters from Outcome 1. 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate 

  ways in which characters are given form through a professional performance. 
 

Assessment: 

 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 1 must be based on the following assessment task; 

¶ Character - based performances to an audience. 

 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 2 and 3 must be based on the studentôs performance 

on a selection of the following assessment tasks; 

¶ analytical exercises 

¶ essays 

¶ short reports 

¶ oral presentations 

¶ multimedia presentations 

¶ tests 
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Unit 2 - Interpreting Drama 
 

This unit focuses on the differing perspectives and interpretations that drama can give to play 

scripts and stimulus material selected from a range of cultures. The application of dramatic 

elements and stagecraft and the development of expressive skills to create and communicate 

dramatic form will be explored in the studentôs own work and in a professional performance work. 

 

Area of Study: 

1. Creating Dramatic Performance:  This area of study involves the use and analysis of 

play scripts and stimulus material from a range of cultures including Australia, to create an 

ensemble performance. 

 

2. Analysing Dramatic Performances: This area of study involves analysis of professional 

work. 

 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to create ensemble work 

  through the use of a play script and/or play script excerpts enhanced by  

  stimulus material from a range of cultures. 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the processes 

  involved in the creation of the ensemble work. 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate a 

  professional performance. 

 

Assessment: 

 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 1 must be based on the studentôs involvement in an 

ensemble performance. 

 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 2 and 3 must be based on the studentôs performance 

on a selection of the following assessment tasks; 

¶ analytical exercises; 

¶ short reports; 

¶ essays/tests; 

¶ oral/ multimedia presentations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice: Ms. L. Perugini
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UNIT 3 - Ensemble Performance 
 

This unit focuses on non-naturalistic drama from a diverse range of traditions.  Non-naturalistic 

performance styles and associated theatrical conventions are explored in the development of 

ensemble performance. The processes involved in the development and realisation of the 

ensemble performance are developed and evaluated.  A non-naturalistic work selected from the 

prescribed play list will also be analysed. 

 

Area of Study: 

1. Creating Ensemble Performance:  This area of study explores non ï naturalistic 

 dramatic form through the Creation of ensemble performance. 

2. Analysing Non-Naturalistic Performance:   On completion of this unit the student 

 should be able to develop and present character(s) within a non ï naturalistic ensemble 

 performance. 

 

Assessment: 

Outcome  School-assessed task Marks 

Outcome 1 

Develop and present character(s) within a non- 

naturalistic performance. 
  

 

 

Presentation of character(s) within 

an ensemble performance. 

 

 

 

70 
 

Outcome 2 

Analyse and evaluate the development and 

realisation of the ensemble performance and its 

character(s) from Outcome 1. 
 

 

 

A written report. 

 
 

15 

Outcome 3 

Analyse and evaluate a non-naturalistic 

performance selected from the play list.  
 

A written analysis and 

evaluation. 

 

 

15 

Total Marks  100 

 

Contributions to Final Assessment: 
 

School- assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 35 percent to the final assessment. 

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two ends of year examinations, 

which will contribute 60 per cent to the final assessment. 
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Unit 4 -  Solo Performance 

 
This unit focuses on the use of performance styles, theatrical conventions and stimulus materials 

from a variety of cultural sources in the development of a solo performance.  The processes 

involved in the development of solo work are also analysed and evaluated. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1.  Creating a Solo Performance:  This area of study involves the development of a solo 

performance from stimulus material, using research, construction and performance 

techniques. 
 

2.  Analysing a Solo Performance:  This area of study is an analysis and evaluation of the 

processes involved in the conception and performance of solo work. 
 

 
Assessment: 

Outcome  School-assessed task Marks 

Outcome 1 

To develop and perform a solo work selected 

from the prescribed structure. 
  

 

Performance Exam  
 

 

85 
 

Outcome 2 

Analyse and evaluate processes involved in the 

preparation and realisation of their own solo 

work.  

 

 

A written report. 

 
 

15 

Total Marks  100 

 

 

      

Contributions to Final Assessment: 

The studentôs level of achievement for Unit 4 will be determined by school-assessed coursework 

and two ends of year examinations. 

 

School ïassessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 5 percent to the final assessment.    The 

level of achievement for Units 3and 4 is also assessed by two end of year examinations, which 

will contribute 60 per cent to the final assessment; Units 3 and 4 written examination contributes 

25 per cent and Unit 4 performance examination contributes 35 per cent. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Ms. L. Perugini 
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M e d i a  S t u d i e s  
 

Unit 1 Representation and technology 
 

Areas of study: 
 

1. Representation:  This area of study will include: 
¶ representations present in media texts; 

¶ representations within the context of values such as those related to gender, age, ethnicity 

and socioeconomic status held within a culture: 

¶ representations within the context of media history; for example, the way in which media 

representations of social stereotypes, presentation styles or generic conventions have 

emerged and changed. 
 

2. Technology:  This area of study will include: 
¶ the nature of the new media technologies such as cable, satellite, digital and other  computer 

based systems and the means by which the new media technologies have replaced existing 

media technologies: 

¶ changes in media production and consumption that the emergence of  the new media 

technologies have introduced; 

¶ changes, possibilities and problems occurring in society as a result of the emergence of the 

new media technologies. 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 ð  Representation covers representations present in media texts; the construction 

 of reality in relation to media representation; codes and conventions;   

representations of age, gender, ethnicity and socioeconomic status. Students 

should be able to describe the construction of specific media representations, and 

to explain how the process of representation reproduces the world differently from 

direct experience of it. 
 

Outcome 2 -   Technologies of representation covers the nature and use of media technology, 

materials and applications in two or more media forms; techniques and processes 

used in the production of media representations; ways in which codes and 

conventions are used to convey ideas and meanings; implications of  

 different media technologies and processes. Students should be able to produce  

 and compare media representations in two or more media forms and compare 

 the representations produced by the application of different media technologies. 
 

Outcome 3 -  New Media  covers the nature of new media technologies; changes in media 

 production and consumption ï such as SMS, MP3, digital photography and other 

technologies; creative and cultural changes, possibilities and/or problems occurring 

in society as a result of the emergence of new media technologies Students should 

be able to discuss the creative and cultural implications of new media technologies 

for the production and consumption of media products. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Assessment tasks for this unit are: 
 

¶  photographic, print and video sequences; 

¶  posters; 

¶  short written reports and essays 
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Unit 2 - Media Studies 
 

Media production & the Australian media industry 
 

Areas of study: 
 

1. Media production:  This area of study will include: 

¶  the media production process from initial stages to final audience reception; 

¶  the production work of specific media personnel in or across various aspects of a  

 medium; 

¶  production techniques, practices and conventions used within media to engage  

 audiences; 
 

2. The Australian media industry:  This area of study will include: 

¶  differences between commercial, non-commercial and government media,  

¶  for example, forms of revenue, ownership, control, audience, ratings, and  

  circulation; 

¶  legal, political, economic or institutional factors affecting the organisation and 

operation of the Australian media industry. 

 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 -   Media production  covers stages in the media production process from 

 Planning and/or pre-production to final audience reception; the specialist roles  

 in each stage of a media production; production techniques, practices and  

 conventions used to structure media texts and to engage audiences. Students  

 should be able to explain the media production process and demonstrate  

 specialist production skills within collaborative media productions. 

Outcome 2 -   Media industry production  covers characteristics of stages of a media 

 production within the context of the overall production process of a particular 

 media product; specialist roles performed and production skills applied in the 

 stages of a media production; media industry issues and/or developments and 

 their impact on production stages and specialist roles. Students should be able to 

discuss media industry issues and /or developments relating to the production 

stages of a media production and specialist roles within the media industry. 

Outcome 3 -   Australian media organisations  covers ways in which Australian media 

 organisations produce and distribute media texts; audience, finance, ownership 

 and productions of Australian media organisations and ï where appropriate ï 

similar overseas organisations; historical, cultural, legal, political, economic, and/or 

institutional factors affecting the conduct and operation of Australian media 

organisations. Students should be able to describe characteristics of Australian 

media organisations and discuss the social and industrial framework within which 

such organisations operate. 

Assessment: 
 Assessment tasks for this unit are: 

¶  Photographic, print and video sequences; 

¶  short written reports and essays 
 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Ms B. Hamilton 
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Unit 3 - Media Studies  
 

Narrative and media production design 
 

Areas of study: 
 

1. Narrative:  This area of study will include: 

¶  the nature and function of production elements in fictional media narrative. 

¶  the nature and function of story elements in fictional media narrative. 

¶  the contribution of story elements to the narrative organisation of fictional media 

texts. 

¶  the relationship between individual texts and the genre(s) or type of program(s)  

that the texts are related to. 
 

2. Media production design:  This area of study will include: 

¶  techniques used in the design of a production, including, investigation, concept 

 intention, audience, media choice, and functionality; 

¶  technical operation; 

¶  a production design plan for a specific media product including: 

  - written planning document, for example, script. 

  - visual representation; for example, storyboard. 
 

Assessment: 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 
Outcome 1 

Analyse the nature and function of production 

and story elements in fictional media texts 

and explain how the combination of these 

elements structure the narrative to engage an 

audience. 

 

 
Any one or a combination of the following: 

.   a written report 

.   an essay  

.   short responses  

.   an annotated visual report 

.   structured questions 

.   an oral report 

 

 

 

40 

Outcome 2 

Use a range of technical equipment, 

applications and media processes to present 

ideas, achieve effects and explore aesthetic 

qualities in production design plan 

specification areas appropriate to a media 

form. 
 

  
Subject 

to 
external 
review 

 

Outcome 3 

Prepare a media production design plan 

incorporating the specifications appropriate 

for the chosen media product. 
 

  
Subject 

to 
external 
review 

 

Total marks   40 
 

 

Contribution to final assessment: 
 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 8 percent to the final assessment. 
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Unit 4 - Media Studies  
 

Media process, social values and media influence 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Media process:  examines: the production practices and processes associated with adapting a 

production design plan for a given medium; equipment and materials used in media production; 

technical operation; roles and responsibilities in media productions conventions and styles 

appropriate to the selected medium, and their relationship to specific audience(s). 

2. Social values:  explores the social values represented in media texts and the way media texts can 

themselves shape the social values.  It will include: ways in which social values shape the content of 

a media text; the nature and structure of representations in a media text, such as the depiction of 

characters/individuals, institutions, behavior, issues, social relations; social values and how they are 

reflected in the representation in a media text; the extent to which the text supports and/or challenges 

social values, such as dominating values and alternative or oppositional values. 

3. Media influence:  examines: communication theories and models that have been advanced to 

explain the nature and extent of media influence; characteristics of media form(s) and text(s) claimed 

to influence audiences; arguments and evidence that support the proposition that the media and 

text(s) have a particular effect(s) on individual(s), audience(s) and society. 
 

Assessment: 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 
Outcome 1 

Produce a media product for an identified 

audience from the media production design 

plan prepared by the student in Unit 3. 

 
 

Subject 
to 

external 
review 

Outcome 2 

Discuss the ways in which  social values 

shapes the content of a media text and 

analyse how social values are reflected in 

that text. 

Any one or a combination of the following 

formats: 

.   a written report 

.   an essay 

.   short responses  

.   structured questions 

.   an annotated visual report 

.   an oral report 

 

 

 

 

40 

Outcome 3 

Discuss notions of media influence and 

analyse issues about the nature and extent 

of media influence  

Any one or a combination of the following 

formats: 

.   a written report 

.   an essay 

.   short responses  

.   structured questions 

.   an annotated visual report 

.   an oral report 

 

 

40 

 

Total marks   80 
 

Contribution to final assessment: 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 12 percent to the final assessment. 

SATôs contribute 30 per cent.  The examination contributes 50 per cent to the final assessment. 
 
 
 

Teacher Advice:  Ms B. Hamilton 
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S t u d i o  A r t s  
 

Unit 1 - Artistic inspiration and techniques 
 

The focus of this unit is the investigation of sources of inspiration which generate creative activity 

and the exploration of a wide range of materials and techniques as tools for translating ideas, 

observations and experiences into visual form. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Inspiration and investigation: 

¶ diverse sources of artistic inspiration and references used to develop art works; 

¶ the ways in which artists from different times and locations have interpreted 

sources of inspiration; 

¶ methods of translating ideas, observations and experiences into visual form, for 

example, representational and descriptive, interpretative and expressive; 

¶ visual and written methods of reflecting on ideas and work produced. 
 

2. Materials and techniques:   

¶ the ways in which artists have used materials and techniques; 

¶ a variety of materials and techniques appropriate to particular art forms; 

¶ characteristics and properties of particular materials and techniques; 

¶ materials and techniques used to produce a range of visual effects; 

¶ materials and techniques used to convey particular ideas. 

 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to source ideas and 

inspiration and use a variety of methods to translate these into visual form. 
 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to explore and use a variety 

of materials and techniques to record and develop ideas and sources of 

inspiration. 
 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss how artists from 

different times and locations interpret sources of inspiration and use materials 

and techniques. 

 

Assessment: 
 

Assessment tasks for Outcomes 1 and 2 are: 

¶ a selection of exploratory work showing sources of ideas and inspiration 

translated into visual form through the use of a variety of material and 

techniques. 
 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 3 are: 

¶ written presentations discussing ways in which artists interpret sources of 

inspiration and use materials and techniques.  The presentations should 

include visual material. 
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Unit 2 -  Design Exploration and Concepts 
 

The focus of this unit is to establish an effective design methodology and develop skills in the 

visual analysis of art works. 

 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Design exploration:  

¶ the nature and structure of a design process; 

¶ the use of sources of inspiration; 

¶ exploration and development of a range of directions and potential solutions; 

¶ materials and techniques as they are used and applied in the production of art works; 

¶ design elements and principles, signs, symbols and images used to create art works. 
 

2. Design aesthetics:  

¶ aesthetic qualities of artistsô work from different times and locations; 

¶ design elements and principles and their contribution to the meaning and 

effectiveness of specific art works; 

¶ the communication of ideas and meaning in art works through the use of signs, 

symbols and images; 

¶ the ways in which visual forms are used in the development of style. 

 
 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome l On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop a design process 

methodology in order to explore sources of inspiration and produce art works. 

 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to examine and discuss the 

ways in which design elements and principles, signs, symbols and images are 

used in a variety of art works to communicate ideas and develop style. 

 

Assessment: 
 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 1 are: 
¶ a variety of design explorations and the production of a number of related art works. 

 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 2 are: 

¶ written presentations discussing the ways a variety of art works use design elements and 

principles, signs and images to communicate ideas and develop style.  The presentations 

should include visual reference material. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher Advice:  Ms. L. Simpson 
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Unit 3 -  Studio production & professional practices 
 

The focus of this unit is the implementation of the design process leading to the production of a range of 

solutions.  Students use a work brief to define an area of exploration and apply a design process to explore 

and develop their ideas. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Design process: 

¶ development of a work brief; definition and documentation of an area of 

exploration; 

¶ identification and investigation of sources of inspiration; 

¶ conceptual and aesthetic development of subject matter; 

¶ materials and techniques appropriate to the area of exploration; 

¶ documentation of the process of making informed choices during the design 

process, based on reflection, analysis, evaluation and selection; 

¶ methods of organising and planning the development of art works; 

¶ methods of developing a range of creative solutions. 
 

2. Professional practices: 

¶ the ways in which artists interpret artistic influences, cultural contexts and ideas in 

order to develop distinctive styles and approaches to subject matter; 

¶ the ways in which changing materials and techniques have affected artistic 

practices; 

¶ traditional and contemporary work environments and their affect on artistsô 

professional practice; 

¶ the ways in which new and emerging media technologies are influencing selected 

art form/s and practice/s. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Outcome  School-assessed task Marks 
Outcome 1 

Present a design process which defines  

an area of exploration in a work brief, 

explores and develops the ideas  

described in the work brief and produces a 

range of potential solutions.  

 

 

A developmental folio that presents a 

design process which defines an area of 

exploration in a work brief, explores and 

develops the aims and intentions set out 

in the work brief and produces a range of 

potential solutions.  
 

 

 
Subject 

to 
external 
review 

 

Outcome 2 

Examine and discuss traditional and 

contemporary working practices in 

relation to a particular art form/s and 

the ways in which artists interpret 

artistic influences, cultural contexts and 

ideas in developing distinctive styles 

and approaches to subject matter. 
 

  
 

Subject 
to 

external 
review 

Total Marks  33% 
 

Contributions to final assessment:   

School-assessed task for Unit 3 will contribute 33 per cent to the final assessment. 
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Unit 4 - Studio production and industry contexts 
 

The focus of this unit is to produce a cohesive folio of finished art works and to gain an understanding of 

artistsô involvement in the art industry. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Studio production:  focuses on the production of a cohesive folio of art works, which has 

developed from a design process and which resolves the aims and intentions set out in the work 

brief formulated in Unit 3. 
¶ refining and applying materials and techniques and utilising their particular characteristics; 

¶ the exploration and refinement of visual form in order to communicate ideas; 

¶ communication and resolution of the ideas presented in the work brief; 

¶ the production of a cohesive folio of art works; 

¶ methods of presenting art works appropriate to the art form. 
 

2. Art industry contexts: focuses on the different components of the arts industry, their 

influences on artists and their work and issues relating to the public display, promotion and 

critique of art works. 
¶ The roles of public galleries, commercial galleries and other art spaces; 

¶ The approaches, methods and roles related to curatorship, exhibition design and conservation in 

preserving and presenting artistsô work; 

¶ Current issues that arise from the promotion and marketing, public perception and industry 

recognition of art; 

¶ Ethical considerations and regulations that affect the use made of the work of other artists in the 

making of new art work. 

 

Assessment: 
 

Outcome  School-assessed task Marks 
Outcome 1 

Produce a cohesive folio of finished art works 

which has developed from a design process 

and which resolves the aims and intentions set 

out in the work brief formulated in Unit 3. 

  

 

A developmental folio that presents a 

design process which defines an area 

of exploration in a work brief, 

explores and develops the aims and 

intentions set out in the work brief 

and produces a range of potential 

solutions.  

 

 
Subject 

to 
external 
review 

 

Outcome 2 

Research, analyse and evaluate roles  

and methods involved in the presentation of art 

works to an audience and discuss 

contemporary art industry issues. 
 

  
Subject 

to 
external 
review 

Total Marks  33% 

 

Contribution to final assessment: 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 33 per cent to the final assessment.  The level of 

achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination which will contribute 34 per 

cent to the final assessment.  Students will answer a series of questions based on Outcome 2 in Unit 3 and 

Outcome 2 in Unit 4.  For some questions students will respond to visual and written stimulus material.  

Short and extended responses will be required. 
 
 

Teacher Advice:  Ms. L. Simpson 
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M u s i c  P e r f o r m a n c e   
 

Unit 1 
 

This unit focuses on developing skills in practical music and performance in solo and group 

context, studying performance and performing and developing skills in aural comprehension and 

organisation of sound.  Students will present a solo and a group performance, demonstrate 

prepared technical work and perform previously unseen music.  For performance, students select 

an instrument, and solo and ensemble works.  The works should include a range of technical, 

stylistic and interpretative demands.  The solo works should be selected with reference to the 

prescribed list of notated solo works published by VCAA. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Performance skill development:  This area of study involves the development of flexibility in 

music performance skills on an instrument(s) as a soloist and in a group. 
 

2. Music craft:  This area of study focuses on music theory and skills relevant to performance that 

are used in organisation of sound, aural comprehension and analysis of music. 
 

3. Organisation of sound:  This area of study involves the organisation of sound through the 

creation and development of musical ideas, and use of music language. 
 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to perform a program(s) of 

contrasting solo and group works, selected solo technical work and work that 

demonstrates unprepared performance skills.   

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate influences 

on works being prepared for performance and approaches that can be used to optimise 

performance of those works. 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to recognise, sing and write scales, 

intervals and chords; transcribe rhythms and melodies; use conventions in music 

notations and describe how instruments are used in combination. 

Outcome 4 On completion of this unit the student should be able to devise a composition or 

improvisation that uses music language drawn from analysis of selected works being 

prepared for performance. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 1 are: 

¶ A solo performance recital, 

¶ A group performance, 

¶ Technical work and unprepared performance test. 

 
Assessment tasks for Outcome 2 are based on one of the following: 

¶ A written report, or an oral presentation, or A multi-media presentation. 

 
Assessment tasks for Outcome 3 are: 

¶ A test that includes written, aural and practical components. 

 
Assessment tasks for Outcome 4 are: 

¶ Composition or improvisation exercises, and 

¶ A short written report that describes the use of music language in one of the above. 
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Unit 2 - Music Performance 
 

This unit further develops skills in practical music and performance in solo and group contexts. 

Students present a prepared program(s) of solo and a group works, demonstrate prepared 

technical work and perform previously unseen music and develop skills in aural comprehension.  

Selected works are analysed to enhance performance interpretation and to understand their 

context, influences, characteristics and styles. This unit also focuses on music theory relevant to 

performance and used in the analysis of music. For performance, students select an instrument 

(includes voice), and solo and ensemble works.  The works should include a range of technical, 

stylistic and interpretative demands.  The solo works should be selected with reference to the 

prescribed list of notated solo works published by VCAA. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Performance skill development:  This area of study involves the development of skills in 

performing on an instrument(s) as a soloist and in a group. 
 

2. Background of Music Works:  This area of study involves focus on the context, influences and 

characteristics and styles relevant to performance of selected works. 
 

3. Music Craft: This area of study focuses on music theory relevant to performance and used in 

aural comprehension and analysis of music. 
 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate developing 

performance and presentation skills in performing a program(s) of contrasting solo and 

group works, unprepared performance and selected solo technical work.  

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the structure and style of 

works selected for solo performance or other works in a similar style, and identify 

expressive features of the works.  

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to recognise, sing and write scales, 

intervals and chords; transcribe rhythms and melodies; use conventions in music 

notations and describe how instruments are used in combination. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 1 are: 

¶ A solo performance recital, 

¶ A group performance, 

¶ Technical work and unprepared performance test(s). 

 
Assessment tasks for Outcome 2 are based on one of the following: 

¶ A written report, or an oral presentation, or a multi-media presentation. 

 
Assessment tasks for Outcome 3 are: 

¶ A test that includes written, aural and practical components. 

 
Assessment tasks for Outcome 4 are: 

¶ Composition or improvisation exercises, and 

¶ A short written report that describes the use of music language in one of the above. 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Mr. B Murray 
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Unit 3 -  Music Performance 
 

This unit focuses on the preparation and presentation of solo works. Students use performance techniques to develop 

understanding of interpretation of a range of styles. Ensemble performance, solo technical work and unprepared 

performance broaden performance skills. Aural comprehension skills and understanding of the structure and 

characteristics of a group work are also developed. For performance, students select an instrument (includes voice), 

and solo and ensemble works.  The works should include a range of technical, stylistic and interpretative demands.  

The solo works should be selected with reference to the prescribed list of notated solo works published by VCAA. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Performance skill development: involves the development of skills in performing on an 

instrument or singing in solo and ensemble contexts. 

2. Interpretation:  involves differentiating structures of works and styles represented, and exploring 

with interpretation through performance. 

3. Aural Comprehension: focuses on aural comprehension of music Development of knowledge 

and skills are undertaken in a systematic manner across Units 3 & 4. 
4. Analysis of ensemble work: focuses on analysis of music through identifying and describing 

musical characteristics in an ensemble work that are relevant to the performance. 

 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret perform a range of 

selected solo and ensemble works in a prepared performance program(s).  

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to perform, on their main 

instrument, technical work and exercises, a study that will enhance the performance of 

the selected solo and/or ensemble works, and works that demonstrate unprepared 

performance skills. 

 Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to recognise, write and transcribe 

rhythms, melodies and music. 

Outcome 4 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse an ensemble work 

through identification and description of musical characteristics.   
 

Assessment:  
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 
Outcome 1 

Interpret and perform a range of selected solo 

and ensemble works in a prepared performance 

program(s). 
 

 

An ensemble performance of a program 

of selected works 

 

 

 

25 

Outcome 2 

Perform, on their main instrument, technical work 

and exercises, a study that will enhance the 

performance of works, the selected solo and/or 

ensemble and works that demonstrate 

unprepared performance skills. 
 

 

Performance of a study or work with a  

technical focus; demonstration of a 

prepared technical work and exercises; 

and performance of unprepared  

material 
 

 

 

50 

Total marks   75 
 
 

Contribution to final assessment: 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 15 per cent to the final assessment.  The level of 

achievement for Units 3 is also assessed by a written examination, which will contribute 25 per cent to the 

final assessment, and a solo performance examination that will contribute 50 per cent to the final 

assessment. 
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Unit 4 - Music Performance 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Performance skill development: involves the development of skills in performing on an 

instrument or singing in solo and ensemble contexts. 
 

2. Interpretation:  involves differentiating structures of works and styles represented, and exploring 

with interpretation through performance. 
 

3. Aural Comprehension: focuses on aural comprehension of music. Development of knowledge 

and skills are undertaken in a systematic manner across Units 3 & 4. 
 

4. Analysis of ensemble work: focuses on analysis of music through identifying and describing 

musical characteristics in an ensemble work that are relevant to performance of the work and 

responding critically to the work.  
 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret perform accurately and 

artistically selected solo works in a range of styles and/or characters, and contribute to 

interpretation in an ensemble in prepared program(s). 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate achievement of a 

range of performance techniques on their, main instrument in order to enhance artistry in 

performance.  

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to recognise, write and transcribe 

rhythms, melodies and music. 

Outcome 4 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse music through 

identifying and describing of musical characteristics in a selected group work, and make 

critical responses to that work.   
 

Assessment:  
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 
Outcome 1 

Interpret and perform accurately and artistically 

selected solo works in a range of styles and/or 

characters and contribute to interpretation in an 

ensemble in prepared program(s). 

 

An ensemble performance of a 

program of selected works 

 

 

 

25 

Outcome 2 

Demonstrate achievement of a range of 

performance techniques on their main instrument in 

order to enhance artistry in performance. 

 

Demonstration of prepared  technical  

work and exercises; and performance 

of unprepared material 
 

 

 

25 

Total marks   50 
 

 
Contribution to final assessment: 
 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 10 per cent to the final assessment.        

The level of achievement for Units 3 is also assessed by a written examination, which will 

contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment, and a solo performance examination that will 

contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment. 
 
 

Teacher Advice:  Mr. B Murray 
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V i s u a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  &  D e s i g n  
 

Unit 1 -  Visual Communication 
 

The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to prepare instrumental drawings of objects 

and explore freehand drawing from direct observation. Students will also be introduced to the 

visual communication production process. 

 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Instrumental drawing: This area of study focuses on instrumental drawing to show 

objects and their relationship to each other in space - two dimensionally and three 

dimensionally. 
  

2. Freehand drawing and rendering: This area of study focuses on freehand 

 drawing from direct observation and rendering.  A range of media is used in 

 drawing and rendering to represent objects. 
 

3. Visual communication production process:  This area of study focuses on 

 developing and understanding of the visual communication production process.  

 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to complete   

  instrumental drawings using a range of paraline drawing systems.   
 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to draw from  

  direct observation, in proportion and render the drawings. 
 

Outcome 3      On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply design  

  elements and principles through freehand drawing, using the visual  

  communication production process. 
 

Outcome 4 On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the  

  process of visual communication production, including ongoing review. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 1: Folio of instrumental drawings of objects. 
 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 2:  Folio of drawings of objects that show one-point 

and two-point perspective drawings, rendering techniques, proportion, scale, relationship of 

objects, explanatory diagram. 
 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 3:  folio of visual communications that use design 

elements and principles to satisfy stated purpose(s) 
 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcome 4:  written and/or oral report supported by visual 

material explaining the visual communication production process. 
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Unit 2 -  Communication in context 

 
Areas of Study: 
 

1. Freehand and instrumental drawing:  This area of study focuses on developing  skills 

 in communicating visual information and in developing images through freehand and 

 instrumental drawing. 
  

2. Developing communications:  This area of study focuses on changing existing final 

presentations for audience(s) other than the original audience(s) by applying the  visual 

communication production process. 
 

3. Visual communication in context:  This area of study focuses on how visual 

 communications are influenced by the context in which they are made. 
  

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1     On completion of this unit the student should be able to use instrumental  

  drawings to develop images. 
 

Outcome 2     On completion of this unit the student should be able to use freehand  

  drawings in the development of images. 
 

Outcome 3    On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply the visual  

  communication production process and use existing presentations to  

  develop their own final presentations, to suit a specified audience(s)  

  using manual and electronic production systems. 
 

Outcome 4   On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse   

  examples of visual communication and explain how they communicate  

  ideas and information and reflect influences. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 1: Folio of instrumental drawings of objects that include paraline 

drawing, scale, Australian Standard conventions in dimensioning, cross-sectioning, and circular 

representation, conversion of two dimensional orthogonal views into three dimensional drawing 

systems and vice versa. 

 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 2: Folio of freehand drawings of objects that show development 

of rendering techniques and the application of media. 

 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 3:  Folio that demonstrates the modification of presentation(s) 

to suit a specified audience(s) 

 

Assessment tasks for Outcome 4:  Written and/or oral report, supported by visual material, that 

explains how visual communications communicate ideas and information, and reflects influences. 

 
 

 

Teacher Advice:  Ms. L. Febey 
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Unit 3 -  Visual communication practices 
 

The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to apply the visual communication production 

process to satisfy specific communication needs.  Students will investigate the production of visual 

communications in a professional setting and evaluate examples of visual communications 

produced. 

 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Communication design:  This  area  of  study focuses  on the role of design in the visual 

communication production process. 
 

2. Communication analysis:  This area of study focuses on the analysis and 

 evaluation of examples of visual communication. 
 

3. Investigating professional practice:  This area of study focuses on the visual 

 communication production process in a professional setting. 
 
Assessment: 
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Use manual and electronic production 

systems and apply the visual communication 

production process to design final presentation(s) 

that satisfies a specified communication need(s) 

 

 

A folio that demonstrates the selection, 

refinement and evaluation of design 

alternatives to produce a final 

presentation/s that satisfies a specified 

communication 

need(s) 
 

 
 
 

60 

Outcome 2 

Analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of a 

range of visual communications 
 

 

A written report with accompanying 

visual material analysing the 

effectiveness of a range of visual 

communications. 
 

 

 

20 

Outcome 3 

Describe the roles of professional  

communicators and analyse processes and 

procedures used in professional practice to 

produce visual communications. 
 

A written report with accompanying 

visual material on an investigation of 

the process of visual communication 

in a professional setting 
 

 

 

20 

 

Total marks   100 

 

 

Contributions to final assessment:   

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 33 per cent to the final assessment.        

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination which 

will contribute 34 per cent to the final assessment. 
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Unit 4 -  Designing to a brief 

 

The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to prepare one brief, and design and produce 

developmental work and two final presentations based on the brief. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Developing a brief:  This area of study focuses on the preparation of a brief that 

 proposes and defines the communication need(s) of a client 
 

2. Solutions to the brief:  This area of study focuses on the production of developmental 

work that explores design concepts consistent with the requirements of the brief.        

Final presentations based on the developmental work are also produced.  The visual 

communication production process is applied throughout the production of solutions to the 

brief. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Prepare one brief that describes a clientôs 

communication need(s) and specifies 

resolutions and final preparations suitable for a 

stated audience(s) 

 

 

Preparation of one brief that  describes a 

clientôs communication need/s and 

specifies resolutions and final 

presentations suitable for a stated 

audience(s) 
 

 
Subject 

to 
external 
review 

 

Outcome 2 

Prepare developmental work that explores 

design concepts relevant to the requirements of 

the brief developed for Outcome 1 and fulfils 

the requirements of that brief 

 

A folio that provides evidence of the 

exploration of design concepts for  two 

 final presentations that fulfill the brief as 

outlined in Outcome 1 

 
Subject 

to 
external 
review 

Outcome 3 

Produce two final presentations that satisfy the 

requirements of the brief developed for 

Outcome 1. 

 

Two final presentations that satisfy 

the brief developed in Outcome 1 

 

 

 

 

Total marks   100 

 

 

Contributions to final assessment:  
 

The school-assessed task for Unit 4 will contribute 33 per cent to the final assessment.             

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination which 

will contribute 34 per cent to the final assessment. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Ms L. Febey 
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E n g l i s h          
 

Y e a r  1 1  E n g l i s h   
 

Unit 1 
The focus of this unit is the reading of a range of texts, particularly narrative and persuasive texts, 

in order to comprehend, appreciate and analyse the ways in which texts are constructed and 

interpreted. 

 

Areas of Study  

1. Reading and Responding:  This area of study includes an analysis of the ways in which 

structures and features are used by the authors of narratives to construct meaning. The 

texts include fiction, non fiction and media texts. 

 

2.  Creating and presenting:  In this area of study the studentôs writing is informed by their 

reading of a range of texts relevant to the contexts listed;  

¶ Exploring and presenting themes and ideas 

¶ Exploring technology and communication 

¶ Exploring workplace communication 

 

3. Using language to persuade: This area of study is on the use of language used to 

present a point of view. Students read texts the main point of which is to persuade 

readers and viewers to share a particular point of view. 

 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and discuss  

 key aspects of a text and construct a response in oral or written form. 

 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to create and present  

                     texts taking into account of audience, purpose and context. 

 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and discuss, 

either in writing and /or orally how language can be used to persuade readers 

and/or viewers. 

 

Assessment: 

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has 

demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit.  This decision will be 

based on the teacherôs assessment of the students overall performance on the assessment tasks 

designated for the unit. 

 

School-assessed coursework comprises a number of assessment tasks.  They will be mainly 

completed in class within a limited time frame.  The school-assessed coursework will be graded 

according to set criteria 
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Unit 2 

 
The focus of this unit is the reading of a range of texts, particularly narrative and persuasive texts, 

in order to comprehend, appreciate and analyse the ways in which texts are constructed and 

interpreted. 
 

1. Reading and Responding: This area of study includes an analysis of the ways in which 

structures and features are used by the authors of narratives to construct meaning.    

The texts include fiction, non fiction and media texts. 

 

2. Creating and presenting: In this area of study the studentôs writing is informed by their 

reading of a range of texts relevant to the contexts listed;  

¶ Exploring and presenting themes and ideas 

¶ Exploring technology and communication 

¶ Exploring workplace communication 

 

3. Using language to persuade: This area of study is on the use of language used to 

present a point of view. Students read texts the main point of which is to persuade 

readers and viewers to share a particular point of view. 

 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and discuss  

  key aspects of a text and construct a response in oral or written form. 
 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to create and present  

                         texts taking into account of audience, purpose and context. 
 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and 

 discuss, either in writing and /or orally how language can be used to persuade 

readers and/or viewers. 
 

Assessment: 
 

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has 

demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit.  This decision will be 

based on the teacherôs assessment of the students overall performance on the assessment tasks 

designated for the unit. 
 

School-assessed coursework comprises a number of assessment tasks.  They will be mainly 

completed in class within a limited time frame.  The school-assessed coursework will be graded 

according to set criteria. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Mr. J. Ketteridge 
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Y e a r  1 2  E n g l i s h  

 

Unit 3 
 

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding both orally and in writing to a range of texts.  Students 

analyse how the authors of texts create meaning and the different ways in which texts can be interpreted.  

They develop competence in creating written texts by exploring ideas suggested by their reading within the 

chosen Context, and the ability to explain choices they have made as authors. 

 

Areas of Study: 

1. Reading and the study of texts:  This area of study focuses on reading a range of texts 

with comprehension, enjoyment and discrimination.  It encourages the development of 

critical responses to both literary and non-literary texts, including media texts. 
 

2. The craft of writing: This area of study focuses on the achievement of competence and 

confidence in writing for different purposes and audiences and in a variety of forms. 
 

3. Effective oral communication:  This area of study focuses on the use of, and 

 response to, oral language in different contexts to enable students to interact 

 positively, critically and confidently with audiences in formal and informal settings, achieve 

a variety of purposes in speech, and develop and understanding of the  power of oral 

communication.  
 

Assessment: 

Outcome  School-assessed task Marks 

Outcome 1 

Students analyse, either orally or in writing, how a 

selected text constructs meaning, conveys ideas and 

values, and is open to a range of interpretations.   

 

Students complete a text response.  

 

 

 

30 
 
 

 Outcome 2 

Students draw on ideas and/or arguments suggested 

by a chosen Context to create written texts for a 

specified audience and purpose; and to discuss and 

analyse in writing their decisions about form, 

purpose, language, audience and context. 

 

 

Oral presentation based on a text or 

issue   

 

 

30 

Outcome 3 

Students analyse the use of language in texts that 

present a point of view on an issue currently debated 

in the Australian media, and to construct, orally or in 

writing, a sustained and reasoned point of view on 

the selected issue. 

 

Students present a point of view. 

 

40 

Total Marks  100 

 

Contribution to final assessment: 
 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.         

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which 

will contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment. 
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Unit 4 
 

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding in writing to a range of texts in order to 

analyse their construction and provide an interpretation.  Students create written or multimodal 

texts suggested by their reading within the chosen Context and explain creative choices they have 

made as authors in relation to form, purpose, language, audience and context. 

 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Reading and the study of texts:  This area of study focuses on reading a range of texts 

with comprehension, enjoyment and discrimination.  It encourages the development of 

critical responses to both literary and non-literary texts.  The term ótextô encompasses 

print, visual and oral materials.  The term óselected textô refers to a text chosen from the 

text list or according to the Guidelines for Text Selection both published annually in the 

VCE Bulletin. 

 

2. The craft of writing:  This area of study focuses on the achievement of competence and 

confidence in writing for different purposes and audiences and in a variety of forms. 

 

Assessment: 

Outcome  School-assessed task Marks 

Outcome 1 

Students develop and justify a detailed 

interpretation of a selected text. 

 

 

 

Students complete a text response.  

 

 

 

30 

 

Outcome 2 

Students draw on ideas and arguments 

suggested by a chosen Context to create 

written texts for a specified audience and 

purpose; and to discuss and analyse in writing 

their decisions about form, purpose, language, 

audience and context. 
 

 

Students will complete two pieces of 

writing for different specified 

purposes  

and audiences. 

   

 

 
 

70 

Total Marks  100 

 

Contribution to final assessment:   
 

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has 

demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit.  This decision will be 

based on the teacherôs assessment of the studentôs overall performance on assessment tasks 

designated for the unit 

School-assessed coursework comprises a number of assessment tasks.  They will be completed 

mainly in class.  The SACôs are subject to statistical moderation. 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.        

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination which 

will contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment. 

 

Teacher Advice:  Mr. J. Ketteridge 



 

S e n i o r  P r o g r a m s  H a n d b o o k  2 0 1 0  

54 
 

 

 

H u m a n i t i e s  
 

A c c o u n t i n g  
 

Unit 1 Establishing & operating a service business 
 

This unit focuses on the establishment of a small business and the accounting and financial 

management of the business.  Students are introduced to the processes of gathering, recording, 

reporting and analyzing financial data and information.  The role of accounting in the decision-

making process in also studied. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Going into business:  This area investigates the features of successful and unsuccessful 

businesses, sources of finance and how pre-operational decisions are made. 

 

2. Recording and reporting accounting data and information:  This area investigates the 

role of accounting in the generation of financial data for the owner of a service business.  

The focus is on recording and reporting using a single entry recording system.  Both ICT 

and manual methods are used. 

 

3. Financial decision-making:  In this area students apply the accounting skills they have 

learned in order to evaluate the financial and non-financial information of a service 

business. 
 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 is able to describe the resources and explain and apply the knowledge and skills 

necessary to set up a small business. 

 

Outcome 2 is able to identify, record, report and explain the financial data and information for 

the owner of a service business, using a combination of manual and ICT 

methods. 

 

Outcome 3 is able to apply accounting skills to evaluate financial and non-financial 

information in order to make informed decisions for a small business.. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1, 2 and 3 must be based on the studentôs 

performance on a selection of assessment tasks, including: 

¶ use of computer software and/or applications, such as spreadsheets, to record 

and analyse data, 

¶ test(s)ô 

¶ assignments, 

¶ folio of exercises. 
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Unit 2 - Accounting for a trading business 
 

This unit focuses on accounting for a single activity sole trader.  Using the accrual approach, 

students use a single entry recording system for the recording and reporting of cash and credit 

transactions and stock.  They use financial and non-financial information to evaluate the 

performance of a business. 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Recording and reporting accounting data and information:  In this area students 

record and report the financial data and information of a sole trader using the single entry 

system of recording.  Both manual and ICT methods of recording and reporting are used. 

 

2. ICT in accounting:  This area enables students to develop an understanding of the role 

of ICT in the accounting process.  Students use an accounting software package to 

record and report financial data for a sole trader business, and demonstrate their 

understanding of the importance of ICT in the accounting process. 

 

3. Evaluation of business performance:  This area focuses on an evaluation of particular 

area/s of the business such as stock or debtors, with students then suggesting strategies 

that will improve business performance. 
 

 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 be able to record and report financial data and information for a sole trader. 

 

Outcome 2 is able to record and report financial data and information using an accounting 

software package for a sole trader business, and explain and evaluate the role of 

ICT in the accounting process. 

 

Outcome 3 is able to select and use financial and non-financial information to evaluate a 

business and suggest strategies that will improve business performance. 

 

Assessment: 
 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes based on a selection of assessment tasks: 

 

¶ use of computer software and/or applications, such as spreadsheets, to record 

and analyse data, 

¶ test(s)ô 

¶ assignments, 

¶ folio of exercises. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:   Mr. R. Antcliffe 
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Unit 3 -  Recording & reporting for a trading business 
 

Students are introduced to the double entry system of recording using the accrual basis of 

accounting.  The perpetual method of stock recording with the First In, First Out (FIFO) method is 

used.  Where appropriate, the accounting procedures developed in each area of study should 

incorporate the application of accounting principles and the qualitative characteristics of 

accounting information. 

 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Recording of financial data:  this area of study will include: 

¶ knowledge of accounting principles and qualitative characteristics; 

¶ the introduction and design of a double entry accounting system; 

¶ source documents; and recording in journals, including the general journal; 

¶ posting of journals to accounts in the general ledger, including the use of control 

accounts for debtors, creditors and stock; 

¶ recording for trading stock using the perpetual inventory method, and stock cards; 

¶ recording GST and knowledge of the GST clearing Account. 

2. Balance day adjustments and reporting accounting information:  this area will 

include: 

¶ recording balance day adjustments ï depreciation, stock loss, prepaid and accrued 

expenses; 

¶ preparation of a classified cash flow statement;; 

¶ preparation of a classified profit and loss statement; 

¶ preparation of a classified balance sheet. 

 

Assessment: 
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 
Outcome 1 

Record  financial data into appropriate accounting 

records using double entry accrual-based system 

for a sole trader, and explain related aspects of 

this accounting system. 

 

 

Students performance assessed using: 

A series of short topic tests, using ICT 

and manual recording, including: 

specialized journal recording from 

documents; posting to the general 

ledger; and preparation of stock cards. 
 

 

 

 

50 

Outcome 2 

Record balance day adjustments, prepare 

financial reports and explain related aspects of 

the accounting system. 

 

 

Students performance assessed using: 

A series of short topic tests, using 

general journal entries, post to the 

general and subsidiary ledgers and the 

preparation of financial reports. 
 

 

 

 

50 

Total marks   100 
 

Contribution to final assessment:   

The studentôs level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by school-assessed coursework 

and a mid-year examination.  School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 17 per cent of 

the final assessment.  The mid-year examination of one and a half hours will contribute 33 per 

cent. 



 

S e n i o r  P r o g r a m s  H a n d b o o k  2 0 1 0  

57 
 

 

 

Unit 4 - Control & analysis of business performance 
 

The unit further develops the recording and reporting processes and the use of financial and non-

financial information in assisting management in the decision-making process. 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Extension of recording and reporting:  this area of study will include: 

¶ the recording of sales returns and purchases returns in the general journal; 

¶ the recording of further balance day adjustments ï prepaid and accrued revenues; 

¶ use of the general journal to record the disposal of non-current assets;  

¶ stock valuation ï lower of cost and net realizable value, including stock write downs; 
 

2. Financial planning and decision-making:  this area of study will include: 

¶ interpretation of budgets and the analysis of variances; 

¶ evaluation of profitability, liquidity, stability and efficiency through the use and 

explanation of trends, ratios, variances and benchmarks; 

¶ strategies to improve profitability and liquidity, and for the management of stock, debtors 

and creditors. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Record and report financial data and 

information using a double entry 

accrual-based system for a sole trader and 

explain related aspects of this accounting 

system. 

 

 

The studentôs performance is assessed 

using: topic tests covering stock returns, 

sale of non-current assets, stock write 

downs, and balance day adjustments. 

 
 

60 

 

 

 

 

Outcome 2 

Prepare and analyse budgets, evaluate a 

business using financial and non-financial 

information and suggest strategies to improve 

the profitability and liquidity of the business. 

 

The studentôs performance is assessed 

using: topics tests and a written report, 

covering the preparation of budgets and 

reporting on the performance of the 

business using financial and non-

financial indicators. 

 

 

40 

Total marks   100 

 

 

Assessment of levels of achievement:   
 

The studentôs level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by school-assessed coursework 

(17 per cent of the final assessment) and an end-of-year examination (33 per cent to the final 

assessment). 
 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:   Mr. R. Antcliffe 
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B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e m e n t  
 

Unit 1 - Small business management 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. Business concepts:  The focus of this area of study is generic business concepts which 

apply to the management of organisations of varying size, complexity or industry setting. 

 

2. Small business: decision making, planning and evaluation:  This area of study 

involves a consideration of the range of activities related to the planning and operation of 

a small business. 

 

3. Day-to-day operations:  This area of study examines the essential, on-going activities 

which sustain an ethical small business and promote its successful growth. 

 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and apply a  

  set of business concepts to a range of businesses. 

 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply decision-   

                          making and planning skills and evaluate the successful management of an   

                          ethical and socially responsible small business.      

 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and apply the 

day-to-day activities associated with the ethical and socially responsible operation 

of a small business. 
 

Assessment: 
 

¶  case study analysis 

¶  school-based short-term business activity 

¶  development of a business plan 

¶  analytical exercises 
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Unit 2 - Communication and management 

 
Areas of Study: 
 

1. Communication in business:  This area of study introduces students to the concept of 

communication in business with the emphasis on its importance and the methods and 

forms it can take. 

 

2. Managing the marketing function:  This area of study involves an examination of the 

planning used by management to position its products and services in the marketplace.  

 

3. Managing the public relations function:  This area of study examines the role 

management plays in creating and maintaining the image of the business. 
 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and apply a  

                        range of effective communication methods and forms in business-related  

                        situations.   

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply and analyse 

  effective marketing strategies and processes. 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply and analyse 

  effective public relations strategies and tactics. 
 

Assessment: 
 

¶  case study analysis; 

¶  development of a business plan 

¶  test 

¶  analytical exercises 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Teacher Advice:  Mr. J. Tsakmakis 
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Unit 3 - Corporate management 

 
Areas of Study: 
 

1. Large-scale organisations in context:  This area of study involves an examination of 

 the role and importance of large-scale organisations to the Australian economy. 
 

2. Internal environment of large-scale organisations:  This area of study involves an 

examination of some key elements of large-scale organisationsô internal environments 

such as management structures, corporate culture, management roles and policy 

development. 
 

3. The operations management function:  This area of study examines the best and most 

responsible use of all available resources for the production of a quality final product or 

service in a competitive, global environment.  

 

Assessment: 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Describe and analyse the context in which 

large-scale organization operate.  

 

The studentôs performance on each 

outcome should be assessed using one 

or more of the following: 

* Case study 

* Structured questions 

* Essay 

* Test 

* Media analysis 

* Report in written format  

* Report in multimedia format 

 

25 

Outcome 2 

Describe and analyse major aspects of the 

internal environment of large-scale 

organisations. 
 

  

50 

Outcome 3 

Identify and evaluate practices and processes 

related to operations management. 
 

  

25 

Total marks   100 

 

 

Contributions to final assessment:   

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.        

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination which 

will contribute 50 per cent of the final assessment.  
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Unit 4 - Managing people and change 
 

Areas of Study: 
 

1. The human resource management function:  This area of study involves an   

examination of the human resource management practices and processes within large-

scale organisations in Australia. 
 

2. The management of change:  This area of study examines the importance of change 

management to large-scale organisations and the ways in which it can be managed 

effectively. 

 
Assessment: 
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Identify and evaluate practices and processes 

related to human resource management. 

  

 

The studentôs performance on each 

outcome should be assessed using 

one or more of the following: 

* Case study 

* Structured questions 

* Essay 

* Test 

* Media analysis 

* Report in written format  

* Report in multimedia format 

 

60 

Outcome 2 

Analyse and evaluate the management of change 

in large-scale organisations. 
 

  

40 

Total marks   100 

 

 

Contributions to final assessment: 
 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.        

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which 

will contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Mr. J. Tsakmakis 
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E c o n o m i c s  
 

Unit 1  Economics: Choices & Consequences 
 

Area of Study: 
 

1. A market system: introduces the basic economic concepts and the workings of markets: 

places where buyers and sellers exchange goods and services. Decisions made by 

households, businesses, governments and other relevant groups have an impact on the 

way resources are allocated in different markets. A case study approach in this area 

enables students to make meaningful connections between economic theory and the 

workings of different markets in the Australian economy. 

 

2. Economic issues:  All economies face issues that have an impact on the living standards 

and on the stability of the economy. Through a consideration of economic growth and 

sustainable development and one other contemporary economic issue, students will 

develop an understanding of the way the decisions made by economic decision-makers, 

including households, businesses, government and other relevant groups, may affect living 

standards. 
 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 Be able to explain the role of markets in the Australian economy, how markets  

  operate to meet the needs and wants of its citizens, and apply economic decision  

  making to current economic problems. 

 

Outcome 2 Be able to describe the nature of economic growth and sustainable development 

and one other contemporary economic issue, explain how these issues are 

affected by the actions of economic decision-makers, and evaluate the impact of 

these issues on living standards. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Assessment tasks for this unit are: 

 

¶ analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence; 

¶ essays; 

¶ oral presentations;  multimedia presentations; 

¶ media reviews; collection and analysis of current newspaper articles; 

¶ folio of applied economics exercises; 

¶ tests. 
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Unit 2 - ECONOMIC CHANGE: ISSUES & CHALLENGES 
 

Area of Study: 
 

1. Population, employment and change:  This area of study focuses on the changing nature 

of population and demographics, the labor market and other related factors influencing the 

level of economic prosperity in the country. Australiaôs aging population poses serious 

challenges for the federal government and for businesses wishing to expand production. 

Large increases in population through natural increases and immigration will have 

economic, cultural and environmental consequences.  Students examine and analyse the 

impact on Australiaôs living standards of changing employment and participation patterns, 

skills shortages and technological change. 

 

2. Global economic issues:  Issues exist in economics that have an impact on living 

standards and on the stability of the economy. Students consider TWO contemporary 

global economic issues in the light of how economic decisions made by domestic and 

international households, businesses, governments and other relevant groups influence the 

Australian and international economies. Areas to study include benefits of trade, Australiaôs 

exchange rate, Australiaôs foreign debts, Australiaôs trading agreements. 

 

 

Outcomes: 
 

Outcome 1 is able to describe the factors that influence Australiaôs population and labor  

  markets, and analyse how changes in these areas may impact upon living  

  standards. 
 

Outcome 2 is able to describe the nature of TWO contemporary global economic issues,  

  explain how each issue is affected by the actions of economic decision-makers,  

  and evaluate the impact of the issue on living standards. 

 
 

 

Assessment: 
 

¶ analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence; 

¶ essays; 

¶ media reviews; collection and analysis of current newspaper articles; 

¶ folio of applied economics exercises; 

¶ tests; 

¶ case studies; report of an investigation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Mr. R. Antcliffe. 
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Unit 3 - Economic activity 
 

Area of Study: 
 

1. An introduction to microeconomics: The market system & resource allocation   

Economic activity refers to the actions taken by individuals, businesses or government that 

generate production, income, expenditure and employment. Most economic activity is 

undertaken through markets which coordinate the decisions of buyers and sellers. The 

prices determined in the market will have a significant impact upon how scarce resources 

are allocated. Students consider the factors that influence the buying decisions made by 

consumers in conjunction with the production and supply decisions made by businesses. 

Students gain an appreciation of the way in which the market system operates in the 

Australian economy and evaluate the effectiveness of the market system in achieving an 

efficient allocation of resources. 
 

2. An introduction to macroeconomics: Output, employment and income:  There is a 

range of economic goals which may vary in importance over time. The general aim of 

achieving these goals is to increase living standards. Students consider a range of 

aggregate demand and aggregate supply factors which influence these goals. 

Consequently, they develop an understanding of the relative importance of each goal and 

the relevant trade-offs the government must make in the pursuit of these goals. The goals 

cover low inflation, strong and sustainable economic growth, full employment, external 

stability and equity of income distribution. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Explain how markets operate to allocate scarce 

resources, and discuss the extent to which 

markets operate freely in Australia. 

 

 

  

 

. a folio of applied economics  

  exercises  
Or 

. an essay on the factors that affect  

  the nature and level of economic  

  activity  in Australia 
Or 

. a test using multiple-choice 

  questions  and structured questions 

 

40 

Outcome 2 

Explain the nature and importance of key 

economic goals in Australia, describe the factors 

that may have influenced the achievement of 

these goals over the past four years, and analyse 

the impact of each of these goals may have on 

living standards. 

 

 

. a written report 

 
or 
 

. a test using multiple choice  and  

  structured questions. 

 

60 

Total marks   100 

 

 

Contribution to final assessment: 
 

School assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment. 
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Unit 4 - Economic management 

 
Area of Study: 
 

1. Macroeconomic demand management policies:  In this area of study, students develop 

a detailed knowledge of how the federal government can use budgetary policy and 

monetary policy to achieve its economic goals, and examine how the policies have been 

implemented over the past four years. 

 

2. Aggregate supply policies:  Australiaôs long-term prosperity and living standards depend 

upon effective management of the supply side of the economy. Students develop an 

understanding about how these aggregate supply policies operate to achieve desired 

outcomes in relation to the achievement of key economic goals. Students develop a 

detailed knowledge of how the federal government has used policies to manage aggregate 

supply over the past four years and the initiatives introduced to expand future productive 

capacity. Students also examine the role of aggregate demand and aggregate supply 

policies in the current government policy mix. 
 

Assessment: 
 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Explain the nature and operation of government 

macroeconomic demand management policies, 

explain the relationship between budgetary and 

monetary policy, and analyse how the policies 

may be used to achieve key economic goals and 

improve living standards in Australia. 

 

 

Research essay that explains the 

nature and operation of a government 

policy in managing the economy. 

 
 

 

50 

Outcome 2 

Explain the nature and operation of government 

aggregate supply policies, analyse how they may 

be used to achieve key economic goals and 

improve the living standards in Australia, and 

analyse the current government policy mix. 

 

 

. problem-solving exercises 
        or 

. a test 
        or 

. data investigation and analysis 
        or 

.evaluation of media reports. 

 

50 

Total marks   100 

 

 

Contribution to final assessment:   
 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment. 

 

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which 

will contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment. 
 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Mr. R. Antcliffe 
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G e o g r a p h y  
 

Unit 1 - Place and change 

 
Area of Study: 

 

1. Characteristics of places:  This area of study focuses on selected places at a range of 

scales, comparing and contrasting their geographic characteristics.  Suitable topics for 

study include beaches, and associated vegetation, a farming region, Antarctica, and a 

comparison between an Australian tourist centre and one overseas. 
 

2. Changes in places:  This area of study focuses on the dynamic nature of places and the 

relative contribution of the agents of change.  Suitable topics for investigation include 

erosion and deposition by rivers, glaciations, global warming, mountain building, 

deforestation, changing streetscapes.  Alternatively, place and change may be studied in 

the context of controlling or reducing the rate of change example, conservation of 

culturally important sites or areas of natural beauty. 
 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the  

  geographic characteristics of places that have been changed by mainly  

  natural processes and places that have been changed by mainly human  

  activities. 

 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe and  

  analyse the natural processes and human activities that alter places. 

 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit the student should be able to predict how  

  natural processes and human activities may alter places. 

 

 

Assessment: 
 

Demonstration of achievement of outcomes 1, 2 and 3 must be based on the studentôs 

performance on a selection of assessment tasks.  Teachers must ensure that tasks selected are 

of comparable scope and demand.  Assessment tasks for this unit are: 
 

¶  recording and reporting on data collected in the field; 

¶  data processing and presentation - maps, graphs, annotated visual display; 

¶  research reports; 

¶  written responses 

¶  tests. 
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Unit 2 - Living conditions 
 
 

Areas of Study: 

1. Indicators of living conditions:  This area of study focuses on the description of 

variations in living conditions at a range of scales.  It examines the usefulness of selected 

indicators of quality of life and maps them within Australia and abroad to compare local 

and regional contrasts in living conditions.  It provides students with the opportunity to 

undertake fieldwork, to collect data about variations in living conditions and to apply 

selected indicators about the quality of life at a local scale.  Examples of suitable topics 

for investigation are the provision of educational services in a statistical division and 

spatial and social effects of flooding in Bangladesh, income distribution in an urban region 

and access to medical services in Africa. 

 

2. Changes in living conditions:  This area of study focuses on the geographic factors 

which combine to produce different patterns of living conditions at a range of scales.        

It explains the complex causes of these spatial differences and the various strategies 

used by governments and aid agencies to ameliorate the  negative consequences of this 

variation.  Suitable topics for investigation include natural and social factors affecting the 

relationship between living conditions and the quality of life in different regions, spatial 

association between natural resources and selected indicators, and contrasts in the 

distribution patterns of physical conditions and living conditions in different countries. 
 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 be able to analyse data to describe spatial variations in peopleôs living conditions 

within and between regions. 
 

Outcome 2 be able to explain the factors which contribute to the development and spatial 

variations in living conditions. 
  

Outcome 3 be able to develop and justify a program designed to improve the quality of life of 

community abroad. 
 

Assessment: 

 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1, 2 and 3 must be based on the studentôs 

performance on a selection of assessment tasks.  Assessment tasks for this unit are: 
 

¶  recording and reporting on data collected in the field; 

¶  data processing and presentation - maps, graphs, annotated visual display, etcô 

¶  research reports; 

¶  written responses; 

¶  tests. 

 

 

 

 
 

Teacher Advice:  Ms. M Strange 
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Unit 3 - Resources 

 
Areas of study: 

 

1. Development and use of a resource 
 

2. Resource management 
 

 

 

Assessment: 

 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Describe and explain the geographic 

characteristics of resources. 

  

Outcomes 1 & 2 

Any two of the following 

a test 
or 

 an analysis of geographical data 
or 

a practical work exercise 
or 

an essay. 

 

 

25 

Outcome 2 

Evaluate policies designed to manage resource 

development and use. 
 

  

25 

Outcome 3 

Describe and justify a policy for the future use of a 

resource using data collected in the field. 
 

 

A report justifying a policy for 

the future use of a resource 

 

 

50 

Total marks   100 

 

 

Contribution to final assessment:   

School assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.        

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination which 

will contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment. 
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Unit 4 - Global perspectives 

 
Areas of study: 

 

1. Global phenomena 
 

2. Global responses 
 

 

Assessment: 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Describe and explain the geographic 

characteristics of global phenomena. 

  

Outcomes 1 & 2 

Any two of the following 

a test 
or 

 an analysis of geographical data 
or 

a practical work exercise 
or 

an essay. 

 

 

25 

Outcome 2 

Evaluate the relative importance of factors that  

contribute to the evolution of selected global 

phenomena 
 

  

25 

Outcome 3 

Evaluate and justify management response to 

selected phenomena from a global perspective.  
 

 

A report justifying management 

response to selected phenomena 

from a global perspective. 

 

 

 

50 

Total marks   100 

 

 

 

Contribution to final assessment:   

School assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.        

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination which 

will contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Ms. M Strange 
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H i s t o r y  
 

Unit 1 ï  Twentieth-Century History (1900-1945) 

 
 

Areas of Study: 

 

1. Crisis and conflict 
 
2. Social life 
 
3. Cultural experience 
 
 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and explain the 

             development of a political crisis and conflict in the period 1900 to 1945. 

 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse the relationship 

                          between the historical context and a cultural expression of the period from 1900 

                          to 1945. 

 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse and discuss how 

                          post-war societies used ideologies to legitimize their world view and portray  

                          competing systems. 
 

 

Assessment: 
 

¶  analytical exercises 

¶  short reports; 

¶  essays; 

¶  film reviews; 
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Unit 2 - Twentieth-Century History (since 1945) 
 
 

Areas of Study: 

 

1. Ideas and political power 
 
2. Movements of the people 
 
3. Issues for the millennium 
 
 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and discuss  

  how post-war societies used ideologies to legitimise their world view and  

  portray competing systems. 

 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit, the student should be able to evaluate the impact  

  of postwar challenges to established social and political power. 

 

Outcome 3 On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse issues  

                         faced by communities arising from political, economic  and / or   

                         technological change 
 

 

Assessment: 
 

¶  analytical exercises 

¶  short reports; 

¶  essays; 

¶  film reviews; 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:  Ms. L Pederson 
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Unit 3 - Australian History 
 

This unit focuses on the European experience in Australia from the early years of the Port Phillip 

District (later Victoria) through to the 19th Century and up to the eve of World War 1.   The study 

examines significant events such as the discovery of gold and the Eureka rebellion.  The impact 

on those living in the Port Phillip District, including the Indigenous people will also be explored.  

The latter part of the unit focuses on the nature of Australian society around the turn of the 

century eg. Nationhood. 

 

Areas of Study: 

 
1. A new land:  Port Phillip District 1830-1860 

 
2. Nation, race and citizen 1888-1914 

 

Assessment: 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Explain the motives and hopes underlying the 

settlement of the Port Phillip District up to 1860 and 

the impact on the indigenous People.  

 

  

 

Document analysis. 

 

 

50 

Outcome 2 

Analyse the vision of nationhood that underpinned 

the movement towards federation and concepts of 

citizenship in the first years of the new nation 1888 

- 1914 

 

Research report 
 

 

50 

Total marks   100 

 
 

 

Contribution to final assessment: 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment. 

 

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which 

will contribute 50 per cent to the final assessment. 
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Unit 4 - Australian History 
 

This unit focuses on the exploration of ideas and visions underpinning Australian society.  Events 

such as World War 1, the Depression or World War 11 will be examined.  There is also an 

examination of changing Australian attitudes in relation to a number of issues such as indigenous 

rights, the environment, immigration and involvement in war. 
 

Areas of Study: 

 
1. Testing the new nation 1914-1950 

 
2. Debating Australiaõs future 1960 - 2000 

 

Assessment: 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

Analyse the ways in which Australians acted in 

response to a significant crisis faced by the country 

during 1914-1950. 
 

  

 

Essay. 

 

 

50 

Outcome 2 

Evaluate the extent to which changing attitudes 

were evident in Australianôs reactions to significant 

social and political issues.   

 

 

Historiographical exercise 

(document comparison and 

analysis). 
 

 

50 

Total marks   100 

 
 

Contribution to final assessment:   

School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment. 

 

The examination contributes 50 per cent to the final assessment.  The examination is designed to 

assess studentôs historical understanding of the areas of study through their responses to set 

questions.  Duration of task: two hours. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Advice:   Ms Karolina Franczak 
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s  
 

Unit 1 ï Politics, Power and People 
 

This unit introduces students to the study of politics by considering key concepts such as: 

representation, citizenship, power and democracy. Students will compare a democratic system 

with a non-democratic one. Students will also consider the ideologies that underpin political 

structures. They will undertake a detailed examination of a post World War 11 political leader. 

 

Areas of Study: 

1. Democracies and dictatorships: students will measure and compare the key concepts, 

underlying values, ideologies, political structures and process that define nation states. 

Students will compare the political aspect of countries like Australia and the USA with 

countries like China or Somalia. 

2. Leading People: students will focus on the values, goals, achievements, communication 

style and impact of a post-World War 2 political leader. They will assess the leaderôs 

contribution in the national and international arena and evaluate the constraints faced.  

 
 

 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate an 

understanding of the key political concepts and values that underpin the 

development and organization of nation states. 

 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and evaluate the 

goals, style and the national and international impact of a post World War 2 

political leader 

 
Assessment: 
 

Assessment tasks will include: 

o A chart comparing 2 countries 

o A debate on a political leader or a power point presentation on a political leader. 
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Unit 2 - The global picture 
 

This unit focuses on contemporary international relations and the events that shaped them. 

Students will investigate the way a selected state (or group of states) is able to exercise power 

internationally. Students will also examine a contemporary international conflict or are of 

instability. 

 

Areas of Study: 

 

1. Looking out: Students will consider indicators such as: economic strength, historic 

position, strategic position, military capability and national interest. 

 

2. The international community: Students will reflect on to what extent the international 

community is cohesive and has the power to manage international conflicts and issues. Do 

we live on a shared planet with common goals and interests?  

 
 

 

Outcomes: 

Outcome 1 On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe key events that 

have shaped contemporary international relations and the ways in which states 

can exercise power and influence internationally. 

Outcome 2 On completion of this unit the students should be able to describe and analyse 

the extent to which the international community is cohesive and has the ability to 

manage conflict and instability. 
 

 

Assessment: 

Assessment tasks will include: 

o A case study of a conflict 

o An investigation of the role and actions of the United Nations in conflict situation e.g. 

Rwanda or East Timor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Teacher Advice:  Ms. L. Pedersen 
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Unit 3 -  International Politics 
 

This unit provides an overview of Australiaôs ñ Washminsterò system of government which is 

influenced by the UK and USA.  Students will undertake a comparative study of Australian and the 

Unites Statesô political values and systems. Students will consider Australiaôs constitution and 

possible / probable changes. 
  

The end of year exam contributes 50% of the final assessment. 
 

Areas of Study: 

 

1. Washington to Canberra: students will examine the political systems of Australia and the 

United States. They will look for similarities and differences. They will consider: values, 

ideologies sources of power, levels of participation, representation accountability and 

leadership.  

2. Continuity and change: will focus on the strengths and weaknesses of the Australina 

political system. Ssudents will undertake a detailed andalytical study of one atea of 

suggested change or reform and the forces promoting and resisting change. 

 

 

Assessment: 

Outcome  Assessment tasks Marks 

Outcome 1 

On completion of this unit the student should be 

able to compare and contrast the political 

systems of Australia and the United States in 

terms of ideologies, structures and the extent to 

which they uphold democratic values. 

  

  

A short answer test  

 
 

A report comparing Australian and 

USA political systems 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

40 

Outcome 2 

On completion of this unit the students should be 

able to critically analyse Australian political 

institutions, consider the need for the merits of 

continuity and change, and identify forces that 

promote or resist change.   

 

 

A glossary test 

 

 

A report on the Australian political system 

 

 

10 

 

 

40 

Total marks   100 

 
 

Contributions to final assessment:   

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score. 




